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So diners are the hookes that Sinne layeth 
to take the Soule,\v;thall:as frip of many can 
ſwm throug) the rot lie Sea of this pcrilou 
1 r Without tail; 0 that pleaſ.umt burtefull 
bayte - H if they once feeae ou, taking 
them delight and pleaſure, Ynawares they 
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brinss tem) ſp ae and vnauoded death. 
Nhe fore Wa), mg the d anger hereof ,and cõ- 
ſi lering the great ſtore of vices, behouefull is 
t for ws to dexrſe ſome one remedie or other 
as, 291 #7; eh. i f. And ſithens nothing 
C471 3 44 1 2 Fe art pe than by} 315 CONT as 
rie A. all af aſe, by Contrares arero be Yew 
cured ) there can not ( I thing) bee a more 
ſpedie a 1 abſolute meane to auoid this mon- 

ſter Vice, delighting in Mans decaye than 
to 50 mi he Mi nder the bay: Ner of 4 erte, 

Alm. [VCS AVWAHIE mg on hir , HCMEVY ann 4 ought 
contrary to hir lawes and ondinaunc es. For 
Vertut is it that hateth Dice, ſeek; ing the 
beit it may to (i uppreſie that can bred nature 
O7 br. , 6aN 1 W WH I #4114 his al 10115 all e12P- 
res. But fo narom and ſtrarght 1s the paſage 
to Vertu, fo ſundry arc the ices che lying 
11 awaite and am u- e to ihtercept vt, as it 
| 1 A 


The Epiſtle. 


is a labour of no ſlender toile to attaine the 
ſame. Here might I for witneße appeale A- 
riſtotle that noble Grelce and learned Phi- 
loſopher, ſaue that the Experience it ſelfe 
ſufficiently maketh ſhewe therof. Tet it ſhail 
not be from the purpoſe to recite his opinion. 
He in his boke of Morall Vertues hath this 
Sentence: Quia Virtus medium ſibi qua- 
ſi ſignum proponit, difficile eſt virtute eſ- 
ſe præditum, Hhiche I this engliſhe For 
that Vertue ſetts before it the Meane, as a 
marke and ſcope, a harde matter is it to bee 
Vertuous. See here( JAadame )both the po- 
ſition of the lerned Philoſopher,and his rea- 
ſon wit hall. For not alone hathe he m theſe 
fewe wordes affi-mad it hard to attain Ver- 
tue, but ometh alſo a cauſe of the diſficultie 
'therin. Bicauſe 4) th be it conſittes Upon 
the meane. And in dede fo doth it. Extremi- 
tics are the mortal euimies of Vertue Yertue 
delighteth euer to obſerue the Meane, and 
flee exceſſe in al things N Hal ſocuerit is chat 
partales with Extremes, and ſhoonnes the 
golden Meane,can not ſmat ch of Vertne at 
all. Wherfore waying the diſficultie of this 
matter, As better hap can not vejall 4 Man- 
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The Epiſtle, 


end Myrrour to in feriour perſons, where 
by to frame their corn pred. Hes. thao bt it 
10H i 222 to dedicate ) Ot this {tender "ere 

tiſe of mine Haus deſire to publiſbe ie 
under the protection 0 f your name, for that 
[ hope there will the moe peruſe the Hooke: 
and in peruſing (I trust ſhalt Aut vp 
ſome one Wholeſome le ſon or other , * N 
ling to the vere of Vertne and honeſt life. 

M Pic he if dae h. pen, then hall I reiayce 
that it Was my happe trauailyns in fo litle 
a bo oke 10 oc the Ke. tae) r {0 OYEATE 4 ; bevies 
ſite, and youre Ladyſhippe hane the leſie 
cauſe to accuſe my bolde attempte in dedi- 
catin g you the {am#. Neither yet doe I cha- 
lenge unto mee the fight inuention thereof, 
for then wrong ſnoull ( doe to Mancinus, 
myne »Authour : but for Vertues [abe was 
deſirous to write of Pertue, though, Follo- 
nung the foate and ſteppes ( as 1 were) of 
an other man. If my Autho; be in his lan- 
gliage to be lik ed for his dewiſe in ping the 
Treatrſe, then ſhall not ( Itruſi deſerne 
mſliking for tranſlating tie ime. Wheres 
fore preſurayng v pon the good acceprauncs 
of this my bake at) 1 Ladhſbup hande 
F 211}, hom 
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The Epiitle. 
whome I boldely craue as Buckeler to my 
weale and vnarmed eMuſe, and affying 

well im the Readers curteſie, I ende this 
tedious Epitle : (ranyng YOu? long 
Lontmuance of preſcut ho- 
einn, Wt 9 Poll [HC = 
cee un all yr 

Life. 
To whom | reit a aayly Oratar 
George T urberuyle. 


Virtutis comes inuidia, 
Sed ex virtute gloria. 


>. 


—— 


et ng 090 oy 7 _ nu 


"PS. 


Tothe Reader, 


Neither vvrite the nevves of Poules 
[ of late {ct out to ſale, 
Nor Mcting of the an Maides: 
tor novv * E151 15 ſtale. 
The date therof is fully out, 
no vvonder laſteth long. 
1 peake not this vpon delire 
to doe that vvriter vvrong, 
But for bicauſe not long gage 
vvitlun this Citie Syn n 
Had done a ſpoyle (as one did vvrite) 
and Conquerour had byn, 
Dil play ng banner about 
in proofe of Conqggeſt vvoon, 
And ſounding Ta though he had 
the Citie ouerroon: 
Bicauſe (I ſay)vve mig renevve 
the battaile once againe, 
And rcencounter Finne afresh a 
that ſpites at Vertues traine: 
To hne vve might that filthy Fiende 
4 and hideous Hy dra ſlay, 
dancin fir(t, and 1 by him 


to Vertue shevyv the vvay. 
*, v. For 
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To the Reader. 


For Ve rtue is the foc iu deede 
vvliom Vice doth deadly hate: 
And cucr yet betvvixt them hath 
there ben a foule debate. 
And though that Syn hath greater gard 
and ſoldiers moc in liel 1 
Than Vertue hath, yct / Vertuc ſhall 
entorce thc beaſt to yeldc. : 
Ott shal his head from shoulders 30, 
Synne $hall be ſinne no more, 
The monlter Vice Shall {ure accay 
that long the ſvvay hath bore, 
If y ou Mancini t h enſuc 
and follovy off e vy ay 
V Vhich he to Lady Veriues lodge 
and Palace d play. 
VV hiche thoug perhaps vvere harde to 
or care he vv about (funde 
By curious ſearch and tedious toy le 
to Shevv to {ct it out: 
Yet now it is ſo caſie vvoxe 
by meane of lus deuiſe, 
As V\ 110 [0 ſollovves by 11 Anal Come 
to Vertug vvith a tricc. 
As »Ariadnas tricadly tvvilt 
and (lemigr tvvinc did shovys 


Duke 


To the Reader. 


Duke 7% in the doubtfull den 
vv hich vvay vvas belt to go 

From a.3/motarre milchapen beaſt, 
halfe man and halfe a Bull, 

VVith gone guts of murthred men 
that had his belly full: 

Fuen ſo Manc inis by this path ' 
vyill teache thee how to flic 

The Laby»mth of lothſome ſinne 
vv — Vice and he do lie, 

Dehgliting it the fall of man 
and feed ing on Jus ſoule 

As did that t ends vpon the men 

| of Athens in the hole. 

And loke lioyy much the ſoule excedes 
this earthly bodies maſſe, 

So much the monſter Synne the beaſt 
of Creta doth ſurpaſſe. 

VV herfore let be our earneſt care 
vvith ioyned hartes and hande 

Againſt this Sinne on Vertues ide 
vvith ſworde and ſhielde to ſtande. 

March on YOUr VVAy by Prudence Þ ath, 
for there are men of wit 

To make you slievv vvher Vertue dyrclls, 
a houlc tor harbour lit, 


Fr Om 


To the Reader, 


From thence there lies a crooked \ VaY 

not caſie to be founde 
/ Without a guide and tellovv mate, 

a harde and rockie grounde : 

V Vhere oytull /x tice fitts in [cate 
and avvctull rule doth beare. 

A happie man is he that in 
dilpatc and forournc there 

I he wurncy 15 not farre trom that 
vvhcre fortatuds dv veEll: f 

A tamous Dame! if all thc reit 1 
m courage ftourtc cxcctl 

Where vvhcn thou | ppen to mue, 
be Boldc and ncuct bluzhe: 

r there, there Can NO TTUCH TATE 
thy mind or carkas crush. 

hen thou vvith thele as quanted ut, 
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and loulc Uicur furred tat 


VV 


To the Reader. 


VVich ſovvet ſops for thine auaile, 
25 thou Halte ſay at lait: 
Thrice happie I that tounde a guide 
to enter ia this path, 
That to fo £0. d and blelled porte 
my {ecte condudtted hath. 
Then loke thou backe trom whence tho 
and mcaturec v\ ith thine cves cant) 
Hovy hard a vvay trom Frudence to 
clodercot ] emperance ics. 
This,this allured 1s the meane 
to mailen Nonttous Syn, 
congqucre V ace, tl at 1 rep Ae 
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4 rome be vour mide, 
C incr beare 
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Tothe Reader. 


I ret rent not rd 2c amille, 
TE (4 FLAINKKE ITY Neat Pen, 
10 1 or pro AY 
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0:1 eucry hde 
Great force hath migbtie Mars in hot and ficlde, 
4 note Ninctun hatch, Who learned ſhrekle 
fence in yrarre 254 peace the publik wealth 

Lal "wr health. 
hoo 


Who fo lcarncd Mineruas ſchoole freq ent. 
And have the vouthtull ycates in [tude ſyent 
Delct ucs 40umoriail pratle and tame to gune 

for taken pane. 
Then worttue of rewarde is T urberuyle 
Whole paintull penne hath thus to Log . U „le 
Exams ed icarncd Mancinus Latine Mu 

tor men 00 Vide 

Hercin 1s brﬀaefiy tolle Wat Vertuc vt, 

What lite we ought to leade, what leades amalle 

A vv {Ke of Pries hath | wiboruiic tral (PO; ic 

and hcre dilclolde. 
Therfore of God and man he Well delcrues 

For God hath Verrue made. and man it cruc 
To tame hu lite: commende the vwwnecrs pen 

thou Reader then. 
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A plaine Path to perfect 


Certuc, deuiſed « found out 
by Domuntk Mazcanus, mm 


atme Port. 


The Induttion to the Treatiſe folowng, 


E Irſt might ie God did make the hea⸗ 
and ſandic ſoyle below, (uen 
And did the Clements in place, 

and ſetled ſeates beſtow 7: 

The nert be deckt with gleming ars 
the heauens face on hie, 

Mud graſe þ groũd was triumly tirds 
and hues of cucry die. 

Tinto the fethzed Fowles the Ay38 
be graunted foz their dome, 

With fiſh he filde the flapping lde 
and byd them there to rome, 

Chen laſt of all he Wapte a man 
full like hunſelfe to ſæ, 

And made all lining earthly things 
bis humble thzall to bee, 

With Reaſons vſe endued him cht, 
wherby he might be ſane 

To differ from the bzutiſh beaſts 
and ſauage creatures cleens, 

A.]. 


The plaine Path 


Then Man poſſeſſing Reaſon,and 
infcft with wiſedomes loze, 
Began to beate his bꝛaines about 

vnknowne things bekoze. 
Who, fo2 he did fozepaſſed things 
to pꝛęſent matters caſt, 
Foz certaine ſaw the afterclaps 
and what would chaunce at laſt. 
And ſo p' aiding fo; the woz ſk 
that might by happe ariſe, 
(Well wozthie as he was) he gat 
to be accompted wile, 

Aud that ſelfe Reaſon eake it was 
that many leagues did make 
And foꝛced flocks of folke to iopne 
foz aide and friendſhips ſake, 

It tauſ d the people to obey 
thoſe wights that rulers were, 
And (after Cities once were raiſd) 
of Lawes to ſtande in feare. 
It bꝛed vnto the childe the zeale 
and fathers friendly loue, 
And to the reit that were allide 
as Nature did behdue. 
And thence it comes that parents haue 
of __ ſuch carking care, 
And 


to perfet Vertue. 


d thence that childzen reuerece ſuch 
as them begot and bare, 
"his Reaſon wills that one god turn 
ſhould alke an other ape: 
nd bids that we at neede ſhould helps 
our friends the beſt we map: 
wirt people ſhe and p2incely kings 
both league and truce doth knit, 
nd makes a loue twirt ſuch as nes 
uer were acquainted pit, 
nd they on whome aboue the reſt 
God hath beſtowde this gift, 
oꝛe readie are to ſhew good will 
and fo2 their friends to ſhift, 
Curteſte twirt man and man 
onfirmed was and gat } 
greater fo2ce, by iuſtice ſo . TY 
F 
7 


their Empires grew to ſtate, 

d Bingly moze became to them 

in Cælars rome that ſate. 

ſides from out this Reaſon in 

he minds af men there grewe, 
rediezealethe ſecrete parts 
ffeuery thing to view. 

bulte and ſift ſo long about 

vith carneft care of minde 

A. y. Until 


The plaine Path 


Antill they mought in e'ry thing 
the trouth and falſhode finde. fs 
Which when they had by Reſon fou 
this Reaſon gaue them eke In 
A feruent loue vnto the thing 1 
which they befo2e did leke. | "1 
Foz in god faith no pleaſure is . 
ſo great vnto a man ma 
As, what in ery caſe is beſt, h 
to iudge and thꝛoughly ſcan. ze 
Nl hich makes v mind ful many time 6 
once hauing founde the trouth, Km 
To flee fo2 any daungers dzead «© h 
it is excœding loth, 1E 
No churliſhe chaunce, no painful toi 
the valiant minde ſubdues: 
Ne to mainteine the right it will 
a pꝛeſent death refuſc. Im 
And thence the bꝛanch of Uecrtue tha , 
high Courage cleaped is i 
P2occeded,that p2oteco2 is 
and guide to ſimplenis. An 
Ok Reaſon eake the ſlenderſt part x 
we muſt not thinke to bee I 
That which doth gyue vs ſuch deligh 
on faireſt things to ſee. 1 
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to perfect Vertue. 


Fo: only man perceiues and viewes 
by wit and wilie bzayne 
AA pyat o2der is in ery thing, 
what beautie eke doth rapgne, 
And handſomneſle in Natures frame: 
which makes the wittie wight 
Uhen he beholds this wo2ldes fozme 
and hath his ſhape in ſight, 
Thus ſoftly to himtelfe to ſay : 
how much mo2e beautie might 
Ve ſeene in things if we our mas 
ners would confo2me a right ? 
Wherfoze the wiſe mans only carck 
his maners is to frame 
Junto the paterne of the things, 
and make his minde the ſame 
and like in beauties comely ſhewe 
vnto the things he viewes. 
And this is it that makes him ſhunne, 
che euill, and quite refuſe 
To ſpot his minde with filthy freakes 
but to beware and wile, 
And flee exceſſe in all his dedes, 
and let no oddes ariſe 
In ought he vndertakes to do, 
but deale in cucry cals 
A. in. 
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T he plaine Path 


In ſoꝛte there may no want be fou 
at all of time and place, 
And this doth Teperance takehis ral 
within the mindes of men, 
CUhich fourthly here J minde to to 
and laſt of all with pen. 
Theſe bꝛaunches fourc,t vertues ra 
doth Voneſte compile ! 
Wihich all vnto the vſe of Man 
from tVicaſons rote do riſe, 
And Ucaſon from the mightie Cod 
and Pꝛince of P2inces came, 
But common ſoꝛt of ſimple men 
foꝛ Nature terme the lame, 
But (gentle Reader) take the choyſe 
_ and ſay as likes thee beſt, 
©! that it is dame Naturcs aft, 
02 Gods if ſo thou lift, 
This J will vndertake of theſe 
diſtinalp toentreate : 
But firſt of all I thinke it mate 
the Wile man haue bis ſeate. 


_ to perfect Vertue. 
Of Prudence. 


T Ve tpꝛſt and chiefeſt point of that 
which Voneſtie is hight 
Is falſhode to diſcerne from trouth, 
the pll from god and right. 
And this ſo paſſing well agrees 
vnto the kinde of man, 
As nothing moe beſemes than that, 
on | no2 nothing lightly can, 
| Fo2 cuery man hath ſuch deſire 
| to learne and come to ſkill, 
As nothing frõ their knowledge ſhould 
opſe be hidden by their will. 
Ulith aredie care man pondzeth all, 
and paiſeth in his minde: 8 
To erre oꝛ be deceiued he thinkes 
it fowle againſt his kinde. 
But he is wiſe that warelp waites 
and liftes the matter ſo 
As all his trauaile tends to this 
what Yoneſtt's to know, 
To th ende to put the ſame in . 
which beſt agrees with that. 
But no man can diſcerne it wel; 
noz recken what is what: 
| A. ii. Yout 


T he plaine Path 


But he that meaſures out the ſame 
atccoꝛdyng to his kinde 

In cuery popnt, and Keaſon takes 
fo2 Judge the right to finde. 

A wiſe man will not euer deme 
thoſe things to be the belt 

Which other men allow and iudge 
farre better than the reſt: | 

But ſuch as ſceme vnto hymſelke 1 
well wozthie of the pꝛice. 

But certes naytheleſſe he muſt 
beware in any wile 

That Reaſon rule his wittie dome, 
let ente obey and pilde 

To Reaſon, as vato his bet⸗ 
ter doth a thꝛall oz childe. 

But that you map haue knowledge of 
the right with leſſer paine, 

Vere o2derly eche thing enſues 
to make the matter plaine, 

Therfoze at firſt who ſo doth ſake 

to haue that Uoneſtie, 

Muſt make accompt in all his life 
two ſpeciall things to flie, 

The one thing is to thinke be ki. es 


not that which he in dede, | 
Muſt , 


as % 


to perfect V. ertue. 


Is ſkilleſſe of : he muſt not put 
the thing within his crede 
Aherok he ſtands not well allurde, 

affping ouermuch 
Upon his owne deuiſe and wit 
as though there were no ſuch, 
Fo2 many things de idden lie 
in darke and hollow en, 
Which is not to attaine with eaſe 
allowde the wyſeſt men. 
To ſuch allow no light beliefe, 
| beware of raſhe conſent : 
F Foz feare within a litle ſpace 
thau happen to repent, 
There needekull will it be to vie 
a diligence and care, 
And pꝛoceſſe eke of time to know 
what kinde of things they are. 
And peraduenture we ſhall be 
compelde fo2 ſafeties ſake, 
To ſeke a mapſter to inſtrus 
what wap is beſt to take. 
In ſundzp things Experience eke 
will very much auaple 
And counſell of a friende,that will 
| his friende foz nothing fayle, 
, A. v. 
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In doubt full cauſes ſa thou ſake 44 
the trouth ot eit her part, 
That bawſocre the matter fall, 
thou maylt auoide the mart, 
"Tis nab ſuffictent pn the one 
lide parcially to ſpeake, 
And to2 to lcauc the other part 
both lame and oucr weak. 
No u he tobe compted wiſe 
thafwarely watchcth aye 
The ſting eng Adders tatd alone : 
fo: of the taule (they lap) 
And 1awecs he ſhould beware alike, 
fo: either poiſons loc. 
o do, as that thou may not ſay 
I thoutht not this betoze. 
Fo: wHhp it is a Ghametull wozde 
fo; anv man to vie: 
Noz let it Thar begmile that doth 
full many men abulc, 
Chat whatſocucr (hag they do 
pꝛeſume 62 take in bande, 
They thinke it altozether with right 
and honeſtic to Tande, 
And walte they thus to flattring of 
themiclucs adNCeI are, 


Am 


to peel L N 
and ſcruantes to their errours blinde: 
- they deme their wits ſo farre 
| To paſſe, that nothing may without 
| their crattie compaſſe lie, 
No Reaſon can p:cuaile to cafiſe 
them lay their fanſics by, 
No arte can fo:cc them to fo2gs 
the thing they once mainkaine, 
bey thunk their rudgemet better far 
than Ucaſon neucr fo plame: 
As fathers oucr tender of 
their childꝛen, viſe to pzaile 
Their yil demeano; thinking that 
in them all reaſon Ttavyes. 
As when aCaruer cutts a piece 
0: Poct makes a boke, 
Lhey take diſdaint on Phvdeas wozke 
0: fcates of warre to lobe: 
Do theſe their owne commende 4 like, 
and with a ſco:nefull bzowe 
Condemne an other mans deuiſe 
that wiſedome would allow. 
And all brcauſe the lone of that 
themlelncs do fake in hands 
Doth bleare their cies, 4 makes Þ none 
with them in crevite andes. 


Out 
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But that they loue themſelues fo wel: 
loke what they do poCeſle 
As o21ent perle, and glittering golde, 
all other mens arc lcflc 
To be accompted than tbe filth 
that in the chanel lies 
Wu theſe 1s Reaſon quite erilde, 
thele right and trouth deſpile, 
They lule differ from the dumbe 
and ſauage bcaltly lea. 
TT 10 lo the thinxs that common are 
by Nature, doty reieg, 
And grudgeth ſoze to gue the ſame, 
what? can we dame thut ho 
Will bare of any woldly traſhe 
his pꝛoper godes that ba: 
t pf ſo thou by Foztune chaunce 
to erte in thys relpet, 
As of thy ſcife to make to much, 
and others te negice 
Then mark thou wel with hedeful eve 
what holy men and graue 
Do holde fo: god, and thinke it fit 
fo: tha the lame to baue. 
Fo: many looking eyes by dape 
a great dcale moe can marke 
Than 


to perfett Vertue. 


Than can one blynved eye alone 
diſcerne 02 wdge by darke. 
And wben thou baſt with god aduiſe 
thy purpoſe th:;oughly ſcande, 
Abandon all delapes, and take 
with ſpurde thy things in hande. 
A number are ſo lumpu and 
of ſuch a leaden kinde, 
As, though they neuer way ſo much 
the vertues in their minde, 
Vet are nat to be compted wile: 
fo: why they leaue vndone 
Chat part which u the chief of all 
where wiſedome 1s begon. 
Cuen (o the grænt and gallant boughs 
vpon the tra do bud, 
Bat if they bzing not fozth their fruite 
in tunc,it doth no god. 
Caen ſo the Wouldiers march in field, 
and mutter in 2ray, 
But neuer come to handte cuffes 
to bzing the ſpople away, 
Cuen ſo into the fallowde fielvs 
in vaine the ſede is thiowne, 
UnleCe with ſithe thou ſheare it dowry 
when it to head is growne, 
Foz 
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Fo: chiekeſt pꝛaiſe that vertue b:ings t 

in Aa conuſteth ape: O2 
And to conſult, and nought to do ( 

is lule wo2th they lay, Ch 
But pet he wants not vertues pꝛaiſe 14 

but is commended to, In 
That beates his bꝛaines about the be it 

although he can not do G 
No put un vꝛe his purpoſ d plat : 

Foz ückneſſe hinders ſome, $ * 
And makes that they can neuer to 

their hoped purpoſe come. 2 
Philoſophers do well deſcrue 

both fame and pꝛaiſe to gayne, 2 
'TWho by their wiiting well to ver⸗ 

furs trauailc vs to trane. 8 
There is an other vice beſide, 

which is, long time to ſpende ; 
TKith oucr earneſt ſtudie in 

ſuch things as in the ende ; 


Are rough, and not to be attainde: 
+ fo: ſundzy things are ſuch 
And ſo p2ofounde, as nought at all 
they p2ofite lame to touche, 
Fo: to the ende they nought auaile 
14 02 pꝛoſit any whit 
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To bettring of our liues although 
they vere vs day and night. 

© if they mought do any god 
o; ayde vs to attainc 

Che ſcope it ſelſe: pet all the fame 

Itompte to be moe dame 

And leſſe auailing than the ende 
if it be lought alone. } 

What p:ofit comes there by the ſearch 
of mouing ſtarres: thou fle 

To learne the things, and cauſe therok 

wo doſte thou go to ſchwle? 

| Why couetſt thou with carneſt cartze 
ſo many artes to know: 

2 haue the (kill how Countreys are 
diſpoſed in arow 7 

Why doſt thou toy and long ſo ſoze 
by craft and wilte witte 

The ſubtile Sophiſter to paſſe 
concluſions falſe to knit: 

Oz with a ſwerte perſuading voice 
and pleaſant pꝛoceſle tolde 

Why doſte thou coucte lo the poze 
and ümple carcs to holde: 

If wyſe thou be, no whit at all 
of theſe thou ſtandſt in nee, 


Moe 
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Poze plaine and ſimple is it farre 
that thou ſhouldſt learne in derde: 
Do learne the wap both well to line 
and well to die the death, 
Theſe two alone are ours: we ue 
and loſe at length our bꝛeath. 
A meane and lender ſtudie will 
iaſtruct vs well ynowe, 
It is an eaſie knache the meane 
to either of both to knowe, 
Wherfoze at fir ſt brhoucfull is 
to wit the thing that may 
Bake happie the, and in thy bzealt 
let it full irmcly ſtay, 


And therwith learn the middle meane | 


and path that thither lics, 

Which when thou haſt once paſed in, 
perſilt in any wiſe, 

Fo2 many all their lines and dayes 

in learning it do wall, 
But haue no gredie minde 02 will 

to trauaile on at laſt. 

What vailes fo pꝛactiſe how to know 
the wap, and there to reſt ? 

which when thou knowlſt thy ſhame is 
moze ſhametul than the reſt (far 

| That 


i» 


; 
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That neuer wiſt the way to god 
wilte thou the path diſplay 
To other men, and wilt meanewhile 
thy ſelke go runne aſtrap: 
Ut thou aduiſe by counſeil god 
another man to that 
Which Þ doſt lene vntoucht, as though 
thou knewſt not what were what: 
How vaine a p2actiſe ist the dapes 
and nights at woꝛke t'haue watcht, 
And by thy toile to p2ofite nought 
when matters are viſpatcht 2 
In vaine god faith our labour is 
and time miſpent full ſoꝛe, 
Uinlefſc the dade do folow that 
which was conceiude befoze, 
Then ſince the Act 1s perfite ende 
of ſtudie, mo2e deſire 
To work with wiſedom, than to learn 
to knowledge to aſpire. 
And therfo2c not without a cauſe 
the Souldier ſtoute did ſcoꝛne 
Philoſophers that all their liues 
in babling ſcholes haue woꝛne. 
Fo: ſayes the @ouldier (maſter Hage) 
3 pzay you tell me, what 
B.]. Auat- 
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Auaples it pou to crie fo loude 
and chiding wile to that: 
You bꝛaule from dawning vnto darke 
from riſing Sunne to night, 
Pet neuer agree : one flatte affirmes 
an other denies it quight. 
The wiſe man anſwered, (O my ſon) 
we ſ&ke that Uertue (man) 
TUhich none with erneſt ſtudy inough 
ccoulde euer ſ&ke oz can. 
The Souldier ſmylde, what haſt (quod 
thy head with heares ſo gray (he) 
And haſt not pet to Uertue founde 
the readie path and way ? 
Why? whe then wilt thou vſe p ſame 2 
what: haſt thou any hope 
To pꝛaciſe it in Plutos court: 
oz there to haue ſuch ſcope ? 
Wherfoze do learne as much as thou 
mapſt put in pꝛeſent vꝛe, 
And hauing learnde to fall vnto 
the Acte it ſelfe be ſure. 
It lies not hid, but vnto ſuch 
as reache with earneſt fiſt 
It offers to be had, eche man 
may catche it if be liſt, 


Beſids 
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Beſides a parte of Pꝛudente is 
an D2der to obſerue 
In doing things, from which a wiſe 
man neuer ought to lwerue. | 
Firſt way thou wel the greteſt things 
and matters molt of weight, 
And then do place in ſeconde rome 
moze leſſer things and light. 
It is no reaſon thou refuſe 
thy wife and babes, to haue 
Agreater carke of plowing boy 
andok thy houſholde ſlave, 
Pt lawkull is t thy life to way 
bur litle, oz thy health, 
+ Whilſt like a greedie man thou goeſt 
about to hoꝛde vp wealth, 
Loſe not thy ſoule (A pꝛay ther) whilſt 
* thonſake fo} bodies cure: 
Foz why? moze pꝛecious is the ſoule, 
| the body moꝛe impure. 
+ Wherof chould man accompt ſo much, 
| asthathe ſhoulde meanewhile 
| Neglect his ſoule, in whoſe:regarve 
all treaſure is but vile: 
What mad man would deſire in earth 
to liue a litle ſpace, 
B. ij. And 
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And by the ſame in endleſſe death 
to haue a laſting place: 
And ſure if due reſpoa be had 


to woꝛdles and endleſſe peares, 


Thy lifc and age a moment then 
vnto thine epe appeares. 


Haue aye regarde that him to whom 


thou molt indebted art 


Thou recompence in ampleſt wiſe : 


but chieflp pet in heart 


And all befo2e haue God in thought, 


foꝛ mindfull though thou be 
In all reſpects beſide, pet all 
is nothing worth il he 
Be neuer minded but foꝛgot. 
Haue not regard alone 


Of pꝛeſent time, but what thy ſtate 


ſhall be when like is gone. 


hat mo2e pertaines vnto a man 


than in his minde to wap 
The afterclaps that if befall 
map hurte an other dap: 


But doubt leſſe death and life againe 


hall happen after this: 


TUhich either vs ſhall pay with paines 


02 bzing to better blis. 


And 
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no certaine limites hath, 
And ſo either envleſſe is the top 
oꝛ laſting is the w2ath, 
But as this life is hadowlike, 
and blaſt of winde to ſe, 
Cuen ſo the god 02 euils ſhe giues 
to ſhozt and flipper be. 
This place alone fo2 pardon ſerues 
whilſte we in earth do ltue, 
That other life with rigour right 
to cuery man will giue. | 
Moꝛe better tis ſome pleaſant paines 
to bide and ſuffer here, 
Than tozment neuer ſtinting in 
the helliſhe fire to beare. 
That poke is eaſie to the necke 
that with god will is wo2ne, 
But grieuous is the burden that 
vawillinaly is bozne. 
Vcre.cu « t s 7 with phyſtke goes about 
our pamed limmes to heale, 
But there with d2cadfull iudges face 
that gaſtly God will deale. 
Accompt not that of any pꝛice 
o wozth purſute to bee, | 
; B. iii. Which 
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Uhich palleth by in litle ſpace 
let that be ſought of the, 

Which long will laſt in ſteady ſfap 
not fleeing by and by. 

No let that filthie fading traſhe 
within thy coffcr lye 

That with a turnc ofhande is rekt 
not able aide to giue 

In time of nede, vnable wares 
the owner to relicue, 

Wy Juſtice meaſure all thy derdes, 
no2 though thou happen to 

Be matcht with wicked wights,do not 
thy wonted trade fo2go, N 

But ktepe ther as thou wert befoze 
let Juſtice ape be one, 

Although thou change as time require, 
the way that thou haſt gone. 

Fo: often double is the path 
that to one ende doth lpe, 

And one perhaps is now ſhut vp. 
when the other way is hie. | 

Euen as the hand now ſtretcheth fozth | 
it ſelfe by iopntes awide 

And then becomes a fiſt againe, 
yet one ſelfe hande doth bide: 
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So will a wiſe man aye be iuſt 
and euer at a ſtap: 
Although he chaunge his countenance 
accozding to the dap. 
JZ would not haue the light as winde, 
| but euen as time ſhall ſerue. 
| And as the caſe requires, be con⸗ 
ſtant (ill and neuer ſwerue 
But not to hard, oz to ſeuere, 
no: ouer haſtily 
Beleue thou euerp tale that goes 
02 credite euer lpe. 
not De both deceiues him ſelfe, and eake 
| beguiles an other that 
Doth lende beleuing care to enerp 
man that loues to chat, 
A wittie man ſhould both abhozre ; 
tko often times hath bene 
The thyng that fained was to ſight 
| and that which men would weenc 
| And take foz truth hath fallen out 
| a matter nothing ſo ; 
2th How often times doth truth in cloke 
: of kained falſhode go? 
fAnd falſhode eke how often hath 
b it lurkt to open igt 
B. tit, In 
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In ſhade and countaance of a truth, 
not cuer lies are dight 

©: beare their pzoper ſhapes and hues; 
and ſunde y tres we lor 

That mere uUmplicu u 1s thought 
a dirpe deceyt to be, | 

And as tbe flattering fawning gueſt | 
a friendly face doth weare : 

Do he that counſels well lomtune 
a hatcfull beart doth beare, 

Sl matters doubtfull guue no dome 
02 certauc iudgement, but 

Do place your wo2ds as you the calc 
(ill in luſpence may put. 

Then ought thou mind to take in bad 
firſt ponder well in thought 

Dow arcat it 1s, and what may bap 
when things ar thzoughly w; ought, 

It that thou minde fo ict vpon | 

ö 

require no carne ſt bau, | 

Attempt it not with retchlefe bande, |} 
19: do it our talk. 

De fer the thing wherof pou doubt 
until ſuch tune you may 

Hane tert aine knowledge what u 1s; 
No damage comes by ay, 


DC 
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Veſide, what ſo thou ſurcly know 
barightfully begon, 

Thou ouabt of ductic to fozgo 
and lcaue it quite bndon, 

And if ſuſpition chaunce to grow 
within thy Boubtfull beat, 

Do ſhiſt it of: but ul beware 
thou be not then opp: ct, 

Zhou mult in al thy talke what right 
and rcalon is, aduile, 

© ſake it out at lcaft : fo; that 
in coucrt aff it lies. 

Thou muſt unte the ümplc ſozt 
what DoneT 1s declare: 

And ſhew the way: but thoſe cöſtramc 
(hat at communndement are, 

And cke no lender part of pꝛaiſe 
and vertue lightes on tha 

if thou with comfo;t ſolace thoſe 
in griping griefs that be. 

The wight that well deſcructh pzaile 
not cucrmuch commende: 


Noz euer ſharply do cont roll 


the man that doth encnde: 
fot he of flatterte bides the taink 


that to much pꝛaiſe be dowes: 
And 
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And he that to much doth repzoue 
anaughtie tongue of thoſe | 
That beat bis tal, is thought to haue. 
A greater care thou mult 
aue of a truth than of a friende, | 
be true and euer tuſt. | 
Befoze thou pꝛomiſe waigh thy welth, | 
and what thou haſt in ſtoze : | 
And bauing pꝛomiſ d, kepe thy touch, | 
and fully rid thy ſcoze. p 
Loke backe vpon the paſſed time, 


the future date fo:la, | 


Chat like a wittie man thou maiſt 
do things that nadefull ber, 
F ozeſcan the pꝛoſtte and the pang 
that may enſue 02 cre | 
Thou do attempt, to thende thou mai 
m:llchaps the better beart. 
Thou halt not cucr wo:ke and tople, 
fomenme from auzut dun, 
And purchaſe quict to the minde 
that it may re within, 
Gat in that vacant leyſure time 
apply thou not thy paunch, 
But with god learnings dayntte cates 
thy gaptag hunger taunch,. 
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Fla Jvlenefte when fo vato 
| thy nadcfull reſt thou go. 
| And pꝛaaiſe then ſomo godly thought 
: within thy beat below: 
©! elſe thy matters left vadone 
bo ponder in thy bzaine : 
Foz ſure the quiete minde can then 
tudge matters paſſing plaine, 
At fozwarde ſetts the matter Nackt, 
it doubtfull things conuayes: 
She hard it ſoftneth,maketh plaine 
the rough and ragged wayes, 
Jinoccupted if not beſames 
the wiſe mans witts to be: 
Altdougg bis hande hath lapde aſide 
bis working twles, pet har 
In minde muſt p;aniſe ſomwhat ul. 
Daurc not ſo great a carke 
To note how other men offende, 
im owne affen(es marke. 
Louc ave to lrarne, but not to fozce 
of whome thou tak ſte the (kill, 
Let it ſuffiſe thee fo haue learnde, 
let that content thy will. 
cs Where ware and wiſe by others dedes, 


fo; oftentunes (they lay) 


— — v = 


, 


Attaine 


The plaine Path 


Attaine the (kill of matters great 
by little things we map, 

What cucry man will after be 
the tender age doth owe: 

And of the life that us to come 
by one dapes light we know, 

Let not the Autho: of a wozde 
02 deede thee ſtirre 02 moue, 

But as the thing it lelte requires 
and is lo thy behoue. 

Noz like not with thy ſclife to welt 
fo: that a number hauc 

A god conceite of thee : but lcarne 
whcre thep be wile and graue 

That do commende thy doinas ſo. 
Enſerch with bulte care 

To know ſuch things, which lawfulty 
to be enſearched are: 

Learn that which law permits to lern, 
and wich to haue the thing 

TUlinch being wilht foz openly 
no ſhame at all may b2ing, 

Beware of ouerloftie (tall 
where feare it is to ſtande, | 

Oꝛ whence to come great daunger is. 
Lake euer that in hande, 


And 


© 
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And theron brate thy buſic bzaineg 
that b:ordes thee quiete rc it. 

Pome things there arc which if n ſecke 
to get, thou ſhalt be geit 

Bothe wile to be and well allowde 7 
but then thou mult beware 

When that thou haſt attainde mough 
to holde thy hande with care. 

When once thou gotten haſt the welth 
that may ſupplie thy want, 

Lhe ſeke fo: that foz which thou liu ſt, 
fo: which thy Gap did graunt 

Che here to waſt thy many dapes. 
Thou mult not be a ſlaue 

Unto thy traſhe and rotten pelfe, 
but them thy vaſſals hauc, 

L oke what thou wouldſt not do if a⸗ 
ny man did tha beholde, 

That do not when thou art alone: 
no be nowhyt moe bolde 

Bycauſe no witneſle lokes vpon 
and viewes thy derdes the while. 

When Foꝛtune whir laughing bzows 
on the begyns to ſmile, 

Then follow counſell moſt of all, 
let wiſedome be thy guide. 

| And 
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Joꝛ as the fœte of him that ſtandes 
vpon the pſec will fide: 

So wyll the wights that happie are 
the golden meane forget, 


And can not ſtay where Reaſon wills 


that they their foting ſet. 
Noꝛ yet among the ſtoꝛmie ſhow2es 
the Barke doth moze lament 
When it amid the ſeas doth ſtand 
in perill to be rent, 
Than Keaſon in pꝛolperitie 
the happie man bewailes. 
TWherfo:e when that a pleaſant gale 
doth blow thy bleſſed ſailes 
Runne not at randon after luſt, 
but ſecke the ſakeſt ſcate, 
Oft times in calme and quiete ſeas 
when no fcll windes do beate, 
Beneath the water lies the rock 
and cruell cruſhing ſtone, 
And oft by them with rented ribbs 
the ſhaken ſhip doth grone. 
VUhilſt ſundꝛy times d bark doth bear 
his full and ſtrout ing ſailes, 
A ſodaine ſhow2e with furious 
his pzide and courage quailes. | 
None 
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None mindes to trap thee in the ſnare 
that vſeth thzeatning ſtile, 

But by his churliſh checks doth make 
the heedefull moze the while. 

The cherefull lone and freindly face, 
the eye with wanton winke 

Beguiles vs moſt :; with ſyꝛops ſweete 

= wepoiſonoft do dzinke, 

> $0 ſmiling foztune many men 

= - by cuſtomedoth intrap, 

= Whom frowning to ſubdue befoze 

ſhe neuer had the hap, 

And thus is Pꝛudence here diſplapde, 

of Juſtice next we muſt 

Intreate, that knits the wo2dle in loue 

and knot of friendly truſt. 


Of Iuſtice. 


| T Vis Juſtice is a cerfaine knot 
of Nature, and a band 
That wpylls vs vnto many that 
we lende our helping hand, 
So perfite and ſo ſure a league 
| twirtmanandman it knitts, 
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As by this oncly Juſtice meancs 
mankinde in lafetie ſitts. | 
Demaunde not whether that ſhe bids 
bꝛing pꝛoſite vea oꝛ no: 
Fo2 pꝛontable ſure it is 
how ſo the game doth go. 
The chiefeſt part ot Juſtice is 
to render honour due 
* God, that gaue vs all, and eke 
itmicifc on tro to rue. | 
merfoze who ſo a Chziſtian an 
to be, and haue the name, 
That chicfly he do loue his God 
is nodefull fo2 the ſame. 
And let him loue him ſo as he 
map well deſerue agapne 
To be beloud and fauour fynde. 
And this he may attayne 
That willinglp will hinder none 
noꝛ damage any man, 
But pleaſure all and pꝛofite eke 
as much as ere he can. 
Foꝛ ſo is God hunſelfe to men, 
that to no one denies, 


Which liues on carth, the vſe of ſunne 


though he in wicked wiſe 
Doe 


* 


ds 


ne 


de 


F 


to perfect Vertue. 


Do leade a vile and beaſtly life 
and giue himſe lle to luſt, 

He yet doth he deſerue at full 
to be actompted iuſt 

That pꝛofits none, noꝛ any wongs: 
foꝛ Uertue doth require 

A deede wel wo2thy pꝛaiſe to haue, 
that's Uertucs chiefc deſire, 

he compts it not pnough from yll 
to haue the hande fozbozne, 

He are we here on earth vnto 
our pꝛiuate p2ofite boꝛne, 


But eche man bound to ſecke the helps 


fo2 others as we map: 

Fo2 men were men begot and bozne 
was Plato wont to ſay, 

To apde cche other at nedefull times, 
but eu'rp man aleke 

Can neither helpe, noꝛ holpen be: 
wherfoze we muſt go ſeke 


And com paſſe how to do it beit. 


foꝛ if by apde of hande 


0 No2 Poneys meane thou mapſt alliſt 


02 by thy neighbour ſtande : 
Pet do by counſell what thou canſt, 
relieue him with thy paine. 
C.. Beſide 


* — — 
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Beſide, thou being ſtrong of fozce 1 
the wicked mayſt conſtraine 
To hold their hands from hurting ſuch 3 


as ſiellie Creatures are, N 
And be a meane that ſimple men Al 

may ſcape the ſubtilis ſnare, 
Againe, by god aduiſe and rede, | Al 
by comfozt and by checke 8 it 
Thou mayſt do plcaſure many times Ar 
tothem that would to w2ecke, or 
But pet in doing dueties wee Bi 

mulſt caſt a hedekull eye p 
To Oꝛder, State, and eke Degree : Do 
foꝛ Oꝛder certainly r 
To ery thing doth lende a ſhape Th 
and beautie paſſing fine, t 
As, firſt to God thy duet ie do, Bu 
then next of all incline fi 
To p2ofite of thy Count rey ſople No! 
reſpec thy natiue lande, fr 
Then childꝛen and thy parentsveare | P20 
require thy helping hande, le 
And after theſe by blod allide Tol 
and fricnds by office wonne : an 
Ne yet thou muſt the poꝛe, the ſicke Fron 
02 aged cripple ſhonne, F 

Vut 


n 


And they that earſt haue holpen the 


to perfetl Vertue. 


But rather oh to pitie mon'd ; 
and eke among the ſame 
If any paſſe in Honeſtie 
then ſure thou art to blame 
It thoſe thou do not moſt regarde 
and pitie in thy heart, 
And to their great and heauie neede 
thy friendly face conuart. 2 


are to be holpe againe: 


But then thou muſt remember that 


thou do it with a gapne, 


: Do follow, as Heliodus 


did will, the fertile fielde 


; That to the Ploughman with increaſs 


the ſcattred ſerde doth pelde. 

But vet thou muſt beware, that whilſt 
fo2 any one thou ſhift, 

No other man therby thou do 
from ſcate and ſaddle lift, 


Pꝛouide and wiſely watche beſide 


by 
* 


leſt whilſt that thou art bent 


To ſhew god nature, wealth do faple, 


ut 


and then thou rap and rent 
From other men their proper gods, 
Foz commonly (they lay) 
Cht 


"Jy 


— 
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The waſtfull Bankrupt fo:ceth not 
from whom he take away, 

When all his ſubſtance 1s conſumde, 
then acts he pll repoꝛt. 

Commit no pillage to augment 
thy fozmer ſtate and poꝛte: 

Nonot to gayne a P2inces crowne 
from Juſtice ſwerue awzpe. 

And not alone the iuſt man muſk 
from fo2cc and pillage flpe, 

But cake abandon fraude and gile: 
to Forcs fraude doth long, 

Unto the noble Lion fo:ce, 
fo he is paſſing ſtrong, 

But neither fraude noz fozce becomes 
a man in any caſe, 

And ſure is none moꝛe deadly than 
the man that beares a face 

And ſicllie ſhew of ſimple ſheepe, 
and is a woulfe within : 

And hath his mancrs quite againſt 
the colour of his ſkin, 

And not alone in dade, fo; oft 
in wos is wrong: as when 

Thou doſt obied a ſamed crime 
to god and giltlefle men. 


Pre- 


to perfect Vertne. 


Pꝛonounce the tronth with tong, eke 
defende it euermoze, 
In ſoꝛt as not by any thing 
thou let a greater ſtoze. 
Poz do thou thinke that by a lie 
thou canſt once falſe thy trouth, 
But that therwith Religion quite 
is bꝛoken, and an othe. 
Fo: though that God foz witneſle be 
not cited to the bande, 
Pet not the lefſe he aye in place 
+ of god recoꝛde doth ſtande. 
And ik at any tune at all 
: it lawfull be to lie: 
Perhaps it is that trouth may be 
\ apparant moze therby. 
And he perhaps that ſpcaketh falſe 
his pꝛomiſe to pꝛeſerue, 
Perchaunce the ſame fo2 all his lie 
a pardon doth deſerue. 
Do pliahted heſt muſt exe be kept 
as Conſtancie be founde 
In all our woz2ds, our pꝛomiſes 
with credite muſt abounde, 
But ſo it happen may ſometime 
as lender 1s the fanlte, 
C.. Ts 
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To bꝛeake a pzomiſe firmely made 
02 with a man to hanlte. 

As if 3 pꝛomiſe that to thee 
that will no p2ofite bzode, 

©; that which moze will me armor 
than pleaſur e tbe in dade, 


Puke I heſcus coulde haut wiſhed cert | 


with all bigs munde and hart 


That Neptune wold bis pzomiſe bzoke 


when Hippolitc in cart 


(Andappie youth) was d:awne about ; 


the cruell craggie chile, 

Where be fo: no deſert of his 
was reft his done it life, 

Let not the Juſt man blabbe abzode 
the fecretes he doth heart, 

Noz in valawfull matters let 
bis tongue nat dart to Ntcare, 

Vy doubtfull words b:ade no debate 
no2 quarell while pou ligne, 

But rather certaine iudgement in 
eche thyng demaunded gie, 

© rather holde thy peace outright, 
when is no cauſe to chat: 

Fo: offen doth the pzating fong 
offerde it knowes not what, 


Ind | 
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to perfeT Vertue. 


And wiongs it ſelfe, and others te. 


If thou in common weale 


Do beare an office, and baſt cauſe 


in ſuch affaires fo dealc: 


©; dauing Rozc of houſhold ſolks 


at dome at meale and meate, 

Lhe partic that doth vll deſcruc 
let him be duely beate. 

To be accompted ouermylde, 
it us no pꝛayſe at all: 

Fo; he that fauours one that doth 
amiſle, will marrs them all. 

If any do offenſe, and tou 
be parttall to cozred, 

That thou art guiltic of the ſame 
we may right well ſuſpect, 

The Pagiſtrate doth fanour fanlts 
that letts a matter Uippe: 

And to much fauour of the Judge 
is called a gentle whippe. 

De marres the multitude, and doth 
whole Cities bzing to lacke, 

That tuſtly doth not vſe the ſcourge 
bpon the ſinners backe. 

He quite vnvoes them: as the man 
that ings a fler bzande 


C. un. Into 
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Into a towne,o2 gate bnlocks 
when focs are harde at Zande, 
We can not call that Ruler god 
no: terme bim as a King, 
But rather luch a one as plague 
and miſchiete loucs to bing. 
But pet in puniſhment of vice 
we muſt not Kcaſon paſſe : 
To keape the meanc in cry thing 
ts god and euer was, 
When ſo thou tan ſt the rod in hande 
then be not to ſcuere, 
As though at other mens diſtrefſe 
thou glad o2 1opfull were: 
But puniſhe ſoze againſt thy will 
as though thou were con ſtrainde 
Tberto, and that thou didſt lament 
bis caſe that ſo is painde. 
Beſide if ſund2p ſinne alike 
and in one poynt offende, 
Releaſe not one, and let the o⸗ 
ther be in pꝛiſon pende. 
Rewarde not theſe with rigoz whilſte 
thou deale with other well: 
I mcane of thoſe that all at once 
WE * of lawec in daupgrt fcll, 
Fo 


. - 


Let 


to perfect Vertue. 


Let like offenſe haue like rewarde: 
deale not in Fathers wiſe 

TWith one, and like a crucl fog 
with tother. Spiders guiſe 

As to entrap in craftie webbe 
the litle elle gnat: 

But if there come a hoznette huge 
o walpe that's weightie fat, 
Ve cruſheth downe the lender twifft 

and makcs a thozoughwayes, 
Whilf ſiclhe flies in hanging netts 
the ſpitefull Spider flayes :; 
Cuen ſo the pe and miſer man 
the cruell law doth cruſhe 
If he offende, but welthie wights 
th:ough tiled trap do ruſhe. 
If any doe thee wzong:lct wzeake 
but connteruaile the deede< 
Sake not to puniſh his offenſe 
no mo2c than thou halt nave: 
But if thou quite fo: giue the fact 
and no reuenge doe lake, 
Thou art the iuſter man foz that, 
God ther the moze will lecke. 
Unto thy ſeruants cake thou ſhalt 
obſcrue both law and right, 


The plaine Path 


Gpue them their due, 4 loke that they 
thy Juſtice doe requight, 

Foz Nature them our bzothers made, 
ſo that thou mult ſuppoſe 

That fowly be offends that paſt 
the bounds of mercy goes, 

If ſo their crimes committed bit 
to hepnous, ryd thy hande 

Ok them, oz elſe be merctfull ; 
but if the caſe do ſtande 

Upon ſome ſmall and lyght offenſe, 
who can fozeſe to much: 

Oz who can deale with to great ruth 
if ſo the caſe bs ſuch ? 

And ſithens we haue thus dnbard 
the gate of Zuſtice hall, 

Me will of Ualiance next intreate 
that pelds to nought at all. 


Of Magnanimitie. 


OF high and noble Courage Y 
that Man conkeſſe to bee, 
That in defenſe of honeſt name 


no daungers dzead will flee, 
But 


Sat 


to perfelt Vertue. 


Gat willing budertake to do 
the harde ſt things of all: 

De feares no man, he dꝛeades na death 
no2 ought that may betall. 

No tozment can the Noble minde, 
no pzcfull thzeates ſubdue, 

Bat onely ſacred reaſon make 
him chaunge his will anewe. 

But pet he will not raſhcly and 
in wilkull wiſe deüre 

The perill oꝛ the daunger, but 
as matter ſhall require. 

Foz ſure moze fonde may nothing be, 
than foz a man fo put 

Vis lyfe in daunger, where he mought 
auopde without a cut. 

Chat man is ouer bꝛapnũicke madde 
that ſafe and well at eaſe 

Upon the riuer, longs to launch 
ampd the mounting Seas. 

De that his Countrey doth moleſk, 
oꝛ bzeakes the Common lawes, 

That hym we Ualiant ſhold accompt, 
there is at all no cafiſe 

But rather bolde and bedlim beaſt, 
raſhe and vngodly wight 
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And any other terme that tongue 
can well deniſe with ſpite, - 

No2 be Couragions that doth ſxke 
his owne and pꝛiuate gaine: 

But be that in his countreys cauſo 
both offer to be ſlaine. 

Fo; ſure there is no pꝛaiſe of minds 
no wozthic feate in dede, 

Leſſe it from Juſtice, and the loue 
of countrey ſople pꝛocede. 

Hoz leſſe he liue vpꝛightly, and 
plaine dealing vſe, he can 

Not gaine the name of Foztitude, 
oz of anoble man, 

Let not the tickling bꝛute of thy 
god deedes thine eyes delight: 

Let it ſuffiſe tha that thou didit 
atchicue the ſame aright. 

Fo: Pagnanimitte hath ape 
reſpect of Boneſtie, 

As foz repoꝛts of giddie heads 
it fozceth not a flie. 

No2 he that doth depende vpon 
the bꝛute of peoples bzaine 

Deſerues the name of valiant minde 
and Courage to attaine ; 


/ 
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to perfect Vertue. 


But he that conlde foꝛgo the thing 

fo2 which himſelfe doth long, 
That man in dede is valiant, 

that man ts frucly ſtrong. 
Who ſo doth ouermuch delight 

in Titles of bis name, 

And with an earneſt ſtudie doth 
ſeke out and ſearch the ſame, 
Js to to fonde and childiſh wight ; 

fo2 chiefly doth pertaine 
To valiant Courage to contemne 
the things that are but vaine 
Which common raſcall much cõmend. 
the baſeſt things deſpiſe, 


The noble minde doth conete that 


where dꝛead and daunger lies: 
It thinkes that all theſe earthly things 
are ſubiect bnto him. 
Not all that he doth ſ& with eye, 
oꝛ touch with other lim 
But what w in warde mind he viewes 
foz woꝛthp ie wel takes, 
MN ho ſo doth ſcoꝛne the earth, and of 
his minde a heauen makes, 
That man J noble deme to be, 
that is a wozthie wight. 


But 


The plaine Path 
But how can he be compted great 
and be of noble might, 


That here belowe in earth doth dwell 


noꝛ doth aduaunte his head 
Up to the haughtie things aloft 
but lies like one were dead ? 
Will anp man denie that it 
pertaines to Noble minde 
By vertue to deſerue the leate 
that is to Kings aſſignde ? 
Then doubtleſſe he is greater farre 
that doth deſerue by derde 
A ſcate with mightie God in ſkies 
on heauenly iopes to fade. 
Who will denie the man to be 
of foʒce and famous, that 
By cruell ſiege doth conquer townes 
and beates the Cities flat: 
Then ſurcly he is ſtronger much 
that by deſert doth gapne 
The ſtatelp foꝛt of haughtie Yeauen 
with louc to parte his raigne. 
No toile 02 tedious trauaile can 
the valiant man diſmay, 
Zo cauſe that from his wozke begon 
be leaue 02 (&me to ſtap: 
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So let it loathe ther nought at all 
at heauen doze to knocke, 
To th'ende the pozter map at length 
the gladſome gate vnlocke, 
* Theheanenly pozter ſcoznes of none 
* thatbeates with willing filt ; 
* No2any yet that tuſtly crau'd 
his iuſt demaunde hath mylk, 
AA herfoꝛe go ta, do neuer leaue 
thy wearie armes to lifte 
Anto the ſkies, ſince he at laſt 
will giue thy hoped gift. 
Thou ſhalt attaine thy ſute at length, 
teaſſe not till all be done: 
* Awozthie crowne is due to him 
That all the race doth ronne, 
Noz do not thinke the ende to karre, 
foʒ when thou thinkeſt lcaſt 
That thou art there, thou haſt diſpatcht 
then ſhalt thou be at reaſt. 
The Noble minde is neuer bonde 
dn thzall, but euer free 
| From all offenſe : and fellow loves 
to God and Right to be. 
| N02 doth it ſuffer riot, oz 
pnlawfyll lun to raigne, 


T heplaine Path 


But fo2 to yelde vnto his fo2ce 
the Sences doth conſtraine. 
No greater ſlauerie than to haue 
thy minde at Uices becke : 
And ſe that Beaſt to ſet his foke 
vpon thy poked necke. 
That is a perfite freedom of 
the minde, whome to the yoke 
Pay no alluring pleaſure, oz 


vnlanfull luſt pꝛouoke. 
It meruailes not at any thing 

vnleſſe it beare a face En 
Df Yoneſtte, and ſtedfalt be 

in one ſelfe rome and place. a 
It neuer peldes to frowarde chaunce 

but conſtant euer bides : ar 
And pll aduenture vnder cloke 

of merie countnance hides, at 
Foz ſure the man of valiant minde | 

doth foꝛce of no miſſehap, Fo 
But all god things doth derme that he |} * | 

within his minde doth w2ap, 77 
And he alone within his minde f 

tompꝛiſeth eu ry thing, 


Chat dap and night doth euer thinke 5 
vpon the heauens Bing. 


to perfect Vertue. 

He frames his coũtnance graue & wile; 
be lokes with boldned bzowe 

No hautie language makes him feare 
oz cauſeth hum to bowe. 

It doth not well become a man 
of ſtoute and ſturdie ſtampe, 

To ſtare with ſterne 4 glowing eyes 
and Lyonlike to rampe, 


But rather haue a viſage mylde 


and b2owe of friendly grace. 


| Fo: why a Ualiant man in dede 


not iudged is by face, 


Oz by his outward geſture demde: 


the derde it ſelfe is it | 
And mind that makes the Noble man, 
Thy ſelfe thou muſt not quit 
And rid from publike office, fo2 
bycauſe thou ſtandſt in feare 
A fowle repulſe at peoples hand 
and ſharpe repꝛoch to beare. 

Foꝛgo thou not thy Countreys ayde 
becauſe thou muſt withſtande 
With ſwoꝛd x ſhicld, with toth 4 nails 

thy cruel enmies hand. 
'02 that is it wherby thy ſtoute 
and noble minde is tride ; 
D.j, That 
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That is the oncly meane to know 
where thou wilt fla oz bide. 

But he whome gredie goldes deſire; 
02 beautie moues awhit, 

Is not to be accompted ſtoute 
but rather w2etched wight, 

Foꝛ though that filthie coync to care 
cnfo2ceth miſer men: 


It can not ſo Couragious hearts . 
and noble Natures blen. : 
There is no lcfſs o baſer thing J 
than is the wꝛelched mynde, N 
gat is a lane to pelfe, and makes £ 


the eye of Ucaſon blynde, 
But he Couragious is and toute 

that richeſle can deſpiſe, | 
Content with poꝛe and meanc eltate, # Fo 


where dzead no: trouble lies. | 
©! if be haue the worldlp wealth, W 
that ſo if packing ſendes, 4 
As all bis toy conſtſteth in | Bo; 


the aiding of his frendes. 
Vowe common 1s the ſaying of 

ling Pwrrirus bnto thoſe 
That came from A to ranſomhome FWh 

againe his ue fors 2 ti 


Sud 


to perfet Vertue. 


Quod hey Pyrrhus to the men 
that would the money tolde, 
Ciue me no great alluring gitts, 
giue me no glittring gold. 
Let vs with ſwoꝛd, and not with coyn 
maintaine the cruell warre: 
Fo men bzight ſhining wepons mart, 
fo: Parchants iewels are, 
A wozthie wo2de fo2 ſuch a Pzmncg 
of Route Achilles line, 
It well declard his Noble heart 
© fromlucredid decline. 
* Nolcilc of Courage Cunus | 
| thou werte well knowne to ba 
| What tune the So: offred bp 
their golden gifts to thee : 
ite, Fe roſting rats thou ſat ſt as then 
by lender fers ſyde, 
When fozaine Legates did diſplay 
} their treaſures full of pꝛide. 
Poze liefer 1s to me (quod thou) 
and rather do I withe 
To ſuppe of carthen veſſcll, than 
ol ſuch a golden diſhe. 
amt VAberfoze conue y me hence in hall 
+ this golden traſhe againe, 
*1109 D. u 
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Wie will no golde, we rather choſs 
in Pzmcelike ſozte to raigne 

Apon the men that owe the ſame, 
© words creeeding wile, 

Declaring that ſuch vaine delights 
this Captaine did deſpiſe, | 

Belides with fozce of bodies might 
dedoucth dim to ſtande | 

To perill, and the harde it things 
that arc, to take in hande | 

That will be compted Noble, and | 
of Courage areat to ber, 

But yet be muſt in any caſe 
beware, and wiſely ſc 

Ve do not raſhly ought attempt 
but followe Reaſons ſkill, 

And ſhonne the thing with ſperdie ots? & 
that witte and wiſedome will. | 

Let hum not venture on the thing 


= a "on 


that is beyond his might, N 
In ſoꝛt that he him ſelf therof I 
tan neuer well acquite. 
Foz many times the Bapard bold 12 


be ponde his reache wil ronne, p 
And beares þ ſhame fo: wantof power? Z 
to ende bis wo ke begonne. 

But 


to perfett Vertue. 


| Put pet he muſt beware the while 
in vüng ſuch delay, 
Chat men contecure not that be 
would gladly run du way. 
Foz bettet uu farre to dye 
than lyac with taynt of ſhame, 
Pen rather ſhould indare the death 
than bide the loſle of fame, 
Cncounter not with any man 
but when of fozce thou malt : 
Fo; ſure to blade it, us a thing 
> tobcaltipandbmutT, 
Warre not vnleſe it be to haue 
* aquite peace therby : 
Bat in thy truce let no decrite 
oz wihe Treaſon lie, 
lte Bought moze agres to Noble minde 
than conquerde wights to ſpare 7 
In dopng ſo with Godly kinde 
he ſemes to haue a ſhare. 
It carneth not ſo great a pzapſe 
the rebell to ſubdue, 
As doth to be of gentle kinde 
and Pities trame to (ne, 
wer 7 Te chieſeſt vertue Celar had 


| that bzcad his great ſt r enowne, 
Lut 
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Nu that be vide no rigour to 
the captiucs of the Zowne, ' 
The Lion toute of curtcous kinde 
bath Nature made to boyes : 
It neuer hurts the pelding pzap 
o humble Beaſt anoyes. 
Ficht not with any Foc vawarces, 
rike not behpnde (Iſlay) 
Foz why that kinde of craft is it 
that cowards doth bew2arc. 
Purſue not any man with hate 
oʒ rancour of thy harte : 
Foz; that of baſc and miſer wights 
and wꝛetches is the parte, 
Ifany one vaiuſtly ſpcake 
of thee to thy defame, 
©hinke with thy ſelfe his Lander doth 
nowhit dekace thy name: 


— — 
——— — 
a —- 


Sane that his will was fully bent At 
to hurte the uf he might, 

But that his vile and cankred pur⸗ 2 
poſe fell not out aright, 

| | Foz ſure there is not one aliue _ At 
that taketh hurt at all b 


Sf any, leſſe bhimſelfe be cauſe 
<Q the unſchicke do befall. 
Fo; 


pay - 
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to perfect Vertue. 

Foz no man once can touch the minds 
02 ſecrete partes within: . 

Of any fozce that can befall 

thou nad not ſogce a pin, 

And when ſo care thou hail the power 
an othcrs harme to frame, 
Let it ſufhiſe ther that thou haſt 

the pow2e to bo the lame, 
Fo; no reuenge a greater pzayle 
dothe purchale to a man 
Than foz to hold his hands fro weake 
when he molt nuſchefe can. 
Thou halt not with a ſecrete taunt 
+ 02 ay2de another nyps 
+ Sut if thou blame fo: any thing 
do it with open lyp, 
th # 9 minde not gutt of offence, _ 
pure, ümple, faith vnbzoke, 
Are they that make the Noble minde 
as wittie men haue ſpoke, 
Anboneſt dealing, wicked life, 
and belly full of un. 
Ar things that make a fearful wesch. 
Fo: when the minde within 
Is neuer fra from foule offence, 
do can a man but quake: 
D. iui. 


Cd 
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The harmeleſſe heart no heauie care 
can ſadde 02 ſoz1e make, 

What nodes he dꝛead v liues vp2zight? | 
death ſhould he feare awhit, : 

The gitt that Nature hath allowde? 
by which he commes to lit | 

In bleſſed ſcate with mightie loue 2 | 
of tozment ſhould he icare, | 

Whhoſe cruel pangs in his behalte | 

dur God hunſelte doth beare: | 

Then wherof ſhonld he ſtande in awe, | 
whome cz :57defendethaye? 

And all the rout c of heauenly powers | 
aſſiſt as well's they map: 

Who could enfo2ce the Party2s earſt 
fo: tremblyng feare to rue: 

Tho coulde by manace 02 by thzeates 
they2 Noble hearts ſubdue 7 

Not them could puiſant P2inces canſe | 
oz ty2ants hands to d2ed, | 

Not armies huge of myghtie fo2ce, 
no2 ramping beaſts vnted, 

2cto2e the Rulers of eſtate 
youthes, babes, and ſiluer hearde, 

And women, weake by courſe of kind, 
were neuer once afearde, i 

Not | 


to perfect Vertue. 


Not bended bow, noꝛ blodie hlades, 
not bꝛands of flerie flaſhe, 
tht? # Noz readie handes with ſterlie darts, 
j no: fiſtes with fearefall lathe, 
Pot lothſome gaple, no; famine long, 
not thirſt oꝛ other paine. 
Not burning oyle, noꝛ ſcalding pitche, 
not bopling bꝛine in baine, 
Not golden gikts, not kingly crownes, 
| no2 Pꝛinces daughters vowde 
we, Jnholy bande of mariage 
nl they: conſtant purpoſe bowde, 
ers And not alone the parents glad 
their childꝛen coulde abide 
To ſe amid the ſcoꝛching fy2e, 
oꝛ on the gybet tide : 
But alſo (which is moꝛe than that) 
the louing dame hir ſelfe 
To pelde to toꝛments would perſuade 
hir weake and w2etched Elke. 
| The bꝛother would to bꝛother giuc 
his counſell in the ſame, 
And wife erho2te hir ſpouſe to bide 
2 both fier, [word, and flame. 
ind, Who can repoꝛt thoſe marty2s were 
| by death pronquerd 2 No, 
Not They 
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They rather Conquerors (god faith) 
became bp dping lo, 

There is not any thing aliue 
moꝛe ſtrong oꝛ ſturdie than 

The wozld, the earth, and loftie Skies 
to peld to foꝛce of man. 

Like bleſledueſſe vato a man, 
oꝛ pleaſure can not be, 

As (mightie God) to quite reſigne 
the woꝛlde and die to the: 

And that not by the ſwo2de alone, 
oꝛ taſting of the death, 

But die to the by ſco2ning of 
this fleſhe and filthy breath: 

And pet remaine aliue and quick 
among the woꝛdly wights, 


Pot fozcing on the fickle iopes, 


02 folthh fonde delights, 


The man that with the ſwoꝛd is llaine 


is ſure but once to die, 
Vut who ſo tames his froward fle he 
a thauſand deaths doth trie. 
Foz ery man that doth deftre 
oꝛ couctc in his harte 
To die by ſwo2de, can of the ſwozde 
be llaine oꝛ haue his part, 
The 
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to perfect Vertue. 


The ſwoꝛde is euen a grace of God * 
and whomſoeuer he 

Uoicheſafeth to accept with [word 
diſpatched ſo to be, 

That man vndoubtedly in kynde 
is next to mightie God. 

But now inough mp wandꝛing Muſe 
yath rangled farre ab2ode 

In large diſcourſe of Noble Mindes, 
n2we time to blowe retreate 

And with a luckie marching fate 
the other path to brate. 


Of Temperance. 


1 Dane of Noble Courage ſayd, 
both purpoſe place and time 

Of Temperance do will me nowe 
to wwe in perfit Mime. 

De temperate may well be termde 
and calde a modeſt m an 

That b2idle motions of the mynde 
with Keaſons ſnaffle can: 

And kepe Decorum in his wozds, 
and eke in erye dede, 

UWher: 
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Whereſo:e that ſuch a one thou be 
(Jtell tha) thou haſt ne&de 
Thy withes well to thinke vpon, 
and what thou wilt requeſt ; 
Purſue the god, and long foz that, 
and let alone the reſt, 
Thoſe things are god that ſimple kind 
and Nature doe require, 
Not that wherto Ambictous mind 
and Pꝛide would faine aſpire. 
The man that owes and hath himſelf, 
not many things doth mille : 
De demes he hath ſuffiſing ſtoze 
that hath hymſelfe ywiſſe, 
He euer flowes : ſwimmeg in welth, 
and areatly doth abounde : 
Ae can not ſap he lacketh ought 
in whome this ſtoze 1s kounde. 
Fo2 eche himſelfe may by himſelke 
and of him ſelfe ſuffiſe, | 
If ſo he doe poſlefſe the god 
within him ſelke that lies. 
But he that deemes his owne to ſcant, 
and ſekes fo fozaine ſtuſte, 
A miſers life doth euer leade 
and neuer hath pnutte. 


Fo; 


\ 
/ 


to perfect Vertuo. 


Foz though his ſtoze be neare ſo great 
pet he 11 minde dokh craue 
A thouſande other things beſide, 
and greater heape to haue. 
But he (vnleſle J be deceiu'd 
himſelfe poſſeſſeth, and 
In god aſſurance of himſelke 
ſans other helpe both ſtande 
That wittie is, and can diſcerne 
the things that nedefull bee, 
Tuaen as the man whoſe cozps without 
default of limmes we ſc 
Is compted perkea bodice whole: 
and eke contrarpwiſe 
He taken foꝛ a maimed man 
that lackes one of his epes. 
D: wants a noſe, a hande, o2 ſote, 
a legge, 02 other {imme : 
Cuen ſo the wight whoſe inward mind 
and wits are woren dimme, 
And can not ſ& what Reaſon wills 
fo2 Errours foggie cloude, 
Is compted not to haue himſelfe, 
no2 foꝛʒ a man allowde. 
Wherfoze at firſt poſſeſſe thy ſclfe, 
bnnte not fog fozayn things, 
What 
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What can be thine, when that is not 
that next the bodie clyngs 2? 
A wittic man hath great deüre 
diſeaſe away to d2tue, 
And other hurtfull things to be 
the longer time aliue. 
Who will of purpoſe poyſon ſucke 
oꝛ taſt of venim vile: 
Uho falleth headlong in the dike 
that may beUride the ſtile: 
No ſure, if any by miſhap 
oꝛ fraude of other ſup 
Of popfoned d!the, to Phiuck kreigbt 
He bends to belche it vp. 
I by nuſfo2tune any b2cake 
his leg, 02 iopnt it out, 
The Setter ok the bone is calde 
and poaſted fo2 about. 
And thoſe that bleare w running epes 
haue phiſicke fo2 the ſame: 
And moze than that, if ſo by hap 
thy lumpiſhe Alle be lame, 
Thy ſelt on ſote foꝛ Smith doſt runne 
a Vulcan muſt be had 
To ſhoe the Jade, and heale his heles 
his legs are wzapt with wad, 
Than 


to perfect Vertue. 


Then why if any griping ariefe 
thy ſenſe and ſoule poſſeſſe 

Sekt not with care to cure the ſame 
and quickly to redꝛeſſe: 

Fo2 how much moꝛe the Pynd þ co2ps 
in Nobleſſe doth excede, 

Do much the moꝛe regarde the minde 
than doth the Bodie node, 

O, to what purpoſe with ſuch tople 
and trauaile doſt thou dzowne 

Thy coꝛps, t make in doubtful whole 
thy Soule to runne ſo rowne⸗ 

Why day and night in feruent heates 
doſt thou thy body bꝛoſe, 

And doſt meane while thy better parte 
and chiefeſt member loſe ? 

Fic, ta vngodly, cruell, and 
vnto thy ſelke thou art 

Extreme, that with the pꝛopꝛe hands 
voſt b2&de the pꝛopꝛe ſmart : 

Why doſt thou maſh thy mind within 
ſo many nets, from out 

The which thou canſt not rid it, though 
thou willyng go about: 

Der how it wakes the day in care 

and night in nopſome woes, 


And 


The plaine Path 


And like a thing pickt on with ſpurre 
vnquiet fo2th it goes. 
And thou full like a Zo2menter 
with curit Bellonas ſcourge 
The ſielly flying ſoule and hurt - 
leſle minde doſt dayly v2ne, 
What 2 better were it not fo; the 
the lofle of Hande to haue, 
And that wherby thou wareſt wile, 
in daynt ie ſozt to laue: 
©; than to loſe the part, from heauen 
that was allotted thee, 
Without the which with other beaſts 
thou might it compared bee ? 
How falſe and frayle is all thy hope 
both luung dere and dead, 
If ſo that member be alacke 
that ought to be the head: 
TUhertoze eſpecially thou muſt 
the tcknefle of the ſoule 
Remoue,that nothing want,and that 
thou mayſt be perfect whole, 
wired the ſame by righteft wayes 
and plameſt pathes, that he 
Full well may do his duetic, and 
the wittie guide may be. 


Lut 


C'Y 
to perfect Vertue. 
Gat (Gentle Reader) to auoide 
the bcing oucriong, 
Accompt that theſe vnto the Saule 
and perfit Pinde belong, 
To hope fo; that alone which till 
is ſure to ba a tay, 
And ſuch a arcat ſurpallung god 
as ncuct will decay, 
To lcarc that bryng once befalne 
fo: cucr and a day 
Gul burt, and ſuch a thing as none 


| F relicuc withſuccour may, 
To ſollow with an carne care, 
, and ſtudte all ſuch t1oycs 


As no diſcaſe doth daunt awhile 
o: furious face anopes. 
Co l0;0w that dilpicature whom 
no plealure doth enluc, 
E by the memes ei whome dEcaVes 
both life and health to you, 
Fo:cc not of other things at all, 
but of an boſtaac as 
hou woldſt actöpte fr6 whece in haſt 
the gueſt would glas iv paſſe : 
ut ratber as a burden dame 
and gricugus pane in minde 
8 Ehe 
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Lhe things to be that oppe thy race, 
02 make tha ſtay belnnvdss 
Tc Zranailer m_ carige ſheuld N 
and carciull Uckneſte ſhunne, — ; 
That luckily ha may Its courſe = 
and pointed tournky runne, 
And ſure this Life is tuen the Path 1 


wherm we dayty pate: 

Vut tother 1s our Countrey, oz 1 
of fowle Crile the place, 

{i ſo of ba our Countrer, then 9 

1 alluredly we ſhall 

=o Crandſycrs,and cur blcNed frends 2 
in peace to loiozuc all. 

Lut u Crile and bamiſhment T 
to vs u chaunce fo be : 

Then downe we goc to dungeon deepe 4 
where is no game no2 ale, 

2ut pelling cries and clamours great, A 
and neuer waſtingflame 

Appointed things fo: due deſert D 
the unkult foulcs to tame, 

hoe pate intoztbeir countrep,that Fe 
by meane of witftc bzaine * | 

And Ucaſon, ridde themſclues of pil, An 
and did the Cod attame. | 

„ Put 


to perfect Vertue. 
But they tont rar ywiſe Crils 
dot (uffcr, that aliue 
In errour dwelt, and in the trade 
of Uiertue coulde not thziue. 
Che Minde doth rouing runne aſtray, 
as often tunes as u 
Not noucrnes, and doth ſa the god, 
but followes not a whit, 
But nowe we haue digrett to farres 
the cauſe doth will retreate, 
And ehe our Pethode byds vs of 
our matter to intreate. 
« At firſt of all our meaning was 
of Potion of the Pinde 
That Zeperance hight, to tel our tale 
and of the Pode it Linde, 
Ty In this (hall alf my talke confift, 
this vndertaken charge 
t, As plamely as we may my luis 
and Xi will ſette at large. 
Dccorum chieſiy doc obicrue 
and note with carne d eve: 


i Fo: ture no lender fozce within 
bis loemety boundes poth lic. 
, Ind thus Decorum double ic. 


that modeſt mindes pollcllc, 
at "Cn, Dult 
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One generall and common kinds 
the other fomewrat leſle. 

The common kinde 1s it that links 
with Dencftic un all 

And ech relpen, and can not from 
his fide 02 fotina fall. 

This mo2c apparant is to light 
and to the cares, without 

This arncrall Docorum can 
be nothing god, no doubt. 

It is nauaht clic at all but cuen 
agrament of the things 

Tc men do, wel and wiſely wozke 
thence this Decorum ſpꝛings, 

And as the foꝛme dilpericd is 
the bodie quite th2onghout, 

And is not pet the body but 
hape let on without: 

Cuen ſo with Voneſtie and right, 
LDccorum doth agree 

At bcautifhies the god with ſhape 
and makes it fay2e to lee, 

And as the Bodies ſamely ſhewe 
deliahtes the lokers epes, 

And makes them maruc!l how it could 
be bought in godly wile: 

D 


to perfect Vertne. 


So doth Decorum moue the minde. 
and makes it maruell much 
Vow that the beautic of tue things 
ſhould happen to b ſuch, 
Thy ſelfe (god Reader) better way 
within thy minde deutiſe 
The Nature of the ſame than J 
m Petre u comp2rte, 
The other kinde of decent nelle 
is that alluredly, 
Which hath his chacfe reſpect vnto 
that part of Yonettic 
e Which guides the pzoper mot ions of 
the Binde euen as it lift 
And it in habite, geſture, and 
in meaſute doth confi ft 
In voice, and baſhfull bluſhing hue, 
robes, time, and loemely place, 
This makes p thou doſt Nand ſo great 
within the peoples grace, 
A welcome wight to ery man 
thys cauſcr 1s of the, 
That ſuch repozt and noiſed bꝛutt 
In cry place both fl. 
d No2 do thou ſcozne oꝛ ſet at naught 
what men ol thee do dme: 
C. in. Lu 
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'Tis pll the iudgement of the wozlde 
ſo litle to eſtœme. 

Allow and liſten to they2 domes, 
foꝛ he is compted pꝛowde 

That doth diſda ine that aught beſides 
his owne ſhoulde be allowde. 

There are yll fauourde things that do 
the Pindes of men offende : 

As Arrowes wounde the body when 
the Archer liſt to bende 

His croked bow, and ſhote his ſhafts 
with nimble hande away. \ 

And ſuch as do offend,the parts l 


of ſhameleſſc men doe play: 8 


But thoſe that offer foꝛce of hande ) 
are to vniuſt we lay, 
And not alone Decorum in 
the Bodies out warde ſhow 
Is to be kept and well obſerude, 
but in the Pinde allo, 
It is an eaſie thing the Pinde 
to frame and faſhion fit, 
As long as Reaſon rules the rot, 
and in hir ſcate doth lit, 
Oꝛ (though by happe ſhe be diſplaſte 
a litle) if ſhe get 


Hir 


| 
| 


to perfect Vertue. 


Hir olde and ſacred rome againe, 
and raigne deuoide of let. 
Here firſt of all from filthte Ire 
thou mult in anp wile 
Refraine : fo2 it both inwarde minde, 
and countnance doth dilguiſe. 
Ulhat ſight moze lothſom cãſt thou ſc 
oz loke vpon with epe, 
Than one that is in pelt ing chafe 
and angrie mode: foꝛ why: 
Full lite a Boare he fomes at mouthe 
whome Curres haue cruell made 
With baulyng barkes on ery ſpde: 
oꝛ like a bedlam Jade 
That wyll not eaſily bide the bitte. 
Alluredlp we can 
Lhe partie that in Anger is 
not thinke to be a man. 
Foz then he wareth out of kinde 
a ſauage bealt outright, 
And like a frantike man inragde 
he lacks his Reaſon quight, 
And after Anger once is calmde, 
he then repents him ſoꝛze 
That he ſo like a ſenſeleſle man 
behau'd himſelke befo2e. | 
E. iii. 
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A meane this miſchief to auoide 
is at the firſt to caſt 

And wiſely ſcanne within thy bzcaſt 
what cauſe of w2ath thou haſt, 

Cuen as the watchman litts a loft 
to ſpie his cruell foc 

In turrets top, foz keare he doc 
oppꝛeſſe him ere he know: 

So god attendance muſt thou giue 
left anger come vpon, 

And do inuade thee ere thou thinke 
ſuch fretting malice on: 

And going out of doe as though 
thou wouldſt to ficlde to fight, 

At thꝛeſhold claſpe thine armes cloſe 
in cu'ry point aright. 

And fu rniſhe ſo thy ſelke about 
as though thou ſtodſt in feare 

Of rouing thieues, that lapde to ſpoile 
the gods in ambuſhe were. 

But if ſo be vnwares thou fall 
into the well of w2ath, 


Oer that thou be not plungde to long 
within that beaſtly bath: 


And do meancwhile with fretting fit 
no foule offenſe cozred: 
| Foz 


* 


| 


to perfect Vertue. 
Foꝛ why outragious Anger of 
the mcane hath no reſpect, 
Deteſt exccelſtue crueltie, 
haue euer that regarde, 
Reuenge to2 charitie, but dg 
a gentle pame awarde, 
Cſpecially pf father thou 
thy child2en puniſh: he 
Chat is a father ought vato 
his childꝛen god to be: 
Ye ſhould not haue a heauie hand, 
but light, with litle (mart, 
And where as Kynde within thy bzeaſt 
hath grafte a gentle heart , 
Deteſt thy rawe and hungrie rage 
of fleſhly ſauage ſo2t, 
That with their teeth to teare the pzay 
doe thinke it paſſing ſpoꝛt. 
Agapne, you mult in any cale 
auoide and fle away 
From Potion that contrary is 
to Anger, that in play 
And to much daltance doth delight, 
Foz Nature neuer made 
A man to ſeſt, but ſhe requires 


of vs a grauer trade. 
Let 
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Lef all thy wo2des to pꝛoſite moze — 
than to a pleaſure tende, 

Deale molt in earneſt, but in iet 
thy winde but ſeldome ſpende. 

Pet Nature doth not quite dente 


a man to ſpo2t and ieſt: as 
But pet to holde the golden meane 
ſhe thinkes it euer beſt, * 
It is not ſeemelp ta to grim 
02 ouer harde to bee, * 
And reape but hate fo2 ſolemne lokes: 
no2 pet foꝛ to much gle | FP 
To be deſpiſde and had in ſcozne, 
By Jeſting do not craue * 
Uaingloꝛioully thzoughout the Tobon 
a Jeſters name to haue. F: 
. As we allowe the wearie man uſt 
2 a tyme ok quiet reſt, de 
1 To eaſe his penſine pained limmes 
4 | with labours long opp2elt : * 
4 Euen ſo with ſeldome pꝛettie ieſtes 
J thou mapſt refreſhe thy wit, N 
But then thou muſt ſo place thy wozvs þ 
and ſapings, as map fit 


15 And beſt agree with grauitie. 
=: der that thy ieſt be ſuche 


to perfect Vertue. 


As map both honeſt be eſteemde, 
and ery wap may touche 
| Both honeſt ſhame, and god deuiſe, 
and Witte ta ery caſe, 
Beſides when time requires thou ſhalf 
not raſhely runne tip race 
As bedlam Roges do vle to do, 
02 like a poſting laue. 
Let all thy Jeſtes be weightie, and 
thy ieſture very graue. 
Let not thy voice be ouerlowde, 
goe not to fait aboute, 
Foz feare thy haſtie pace offend 
and trouble all the route. 
Beware in any wiſe thy wozdes 
no Anger doe pꝛouoke 
Oz heauie cheere to any man: 
let nought that thou haſt ſpoke 
With bitter girding b2cede offence, 
With rankling toth to neare 
Let not thp babling bite oz touch 
the man that doth it heare. 
Ne doth my writing Laughter barre, 
ds | Co that in modeſt meane 
Pou vſe the ſame : foz otherwiſe 
it ſpills the countyance clcane, 


Js Fos 
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Fo: te muche laughing marres p lwke | 
foz bopes is laughter fitte, 

And gigling dames that Reaſon want 
and haus but lender witte, 

Who ſo at theft doth girne and laugg! -- 
and thereof makes a game, of 

©: ſmiles to ſœ an others harme, F. 
is very much to blame. 

In Plapes auopde the filthie gane: D 
fo2 certainly bp play 

Is nothing got but waſting yll At 
the golden time away, By 

If yong thou be in luſtie age 
and haſt thy limmes in pꝛime: 

Dome painfull pzadiſe doe deuile | Mt 
to paſſe away the time, 

An exerciſe to trie thy loꝛce: 43 
but with diſcretion vile 

The ſame, and do beware thou do 


| 
a 
1 no limme 02 member bꝛuſe. 
1 | Ilundzy times haue ſane an olde | 2 
man play and vſe diſpoꝛt, 
| But vet (god faith) it hath bene all O 


in god and ſober ſoꝛt. 
But neuer ſaw Im my like 
a vouth delight in game, 


ke 


mt 


0 perfect Vertue. 

Of whom J could concepue that ha 
to god would euer krame. 

When thou with ſtudie wearie art, 
and that thou haſt a will 


To ſolace, cope with learned heads, 
and men of tried ſkpll, 


* £02 conference both holeſome is, 


and eke increaſeth wit, 

Do bꝛidle bothe thy mouth, and Ve- 
nus parte with pinching bit 

At randon neuer let them revne : 
fo; he that loues to fœde 

To muche, and Venus mpnton is, 
be is a beaſt in dæde, 

And onely but a Ban in name, 
foꝛ ſhape accompted ſo, 

Bitauſe he doth from place to place 
in manly perſon go. 


What ? cry man may ſonc ſuppꝛeſle 


| upidocs flames, it he 

TWithd2aw ſuch things as to the fire 
in ſtede of faggots be: 

Oz if he neuer beate his b2aines, 
and fire his fonde delire 

On thinas that are by Nature apt 
to irre that ſce2ching fire, 


Not 
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Not taking un to many cuppes ; 


if (you be wile Take bade 
Vowe to the doubtſull ſkirmiſh thou 
with venus doſt pzocade, 
©: night to much with bellic fare. 
Lid not at all to trie 
Low honeſt and bowe ſober thou 
could by a 1 has lie. 
When Wine and Women are at had 
truſt not thy fo:ce to much: 
Foz fire will quickly take the tows 
if it the towe doc touche. 
wen lo thou ft to conquere unne 
and beaſtiy liuing, ficht 
Not ncarc at hande, but haue thy loc 
a arcate wapes oft in light, 
Let wanton mates not enter in 
thy houſe in any wile, 
Doe barre thy doze with biggell bolt: 
fo: ſure no ſafetic lyes 
In coping with ſuch hatcfull queſts, 
they neuer will awar 
Kliithout the conqueſt tul they doc 
thy fotted carcas Nlaye. 
No triumph in this doubt tull caſe 
is to be had oʒ won, 
Tin 


to perfect Vertue. 

=micfic wor wwewer the for our bales 
and from the battatilc ren. 

And ſure (a maruclls thing to tell) 
the Palme alone is due 

To dim, and be 1s Glide: that 
in poaſt from fighting flue. 

Gut if ſo thou by Foztune chaunce 
| up dos thzall to ba. 

Meda thy (clfe in all the baſt: 
thou nadT a lender for 

© ſumme to raunfome home agame 
thy (cifc if thou be wyſe, 

Shake fro thy neck that ſcruage pole 
that on thy ſhoulders lies. 

Ale fo2ce, and l: foz Nay is lull 
of daunger out of dout, 

The longer ſtay, the wozſer Tate. 
And who ſo goes about 

To flatter Padame Venus, be 
ſhall ſuffer greater ſmart, 

And fale the flame the hotter farre 
that fretts the Toucrs bart, 

And ſince thon art a man by kynde 
of ſc and ſade diume, 

As God is farre from fleſhe, ſo thou 
rom gehe mult farre xycline. 


Shough 
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Thounh thou in ſecrete do offence 
and no man ſa thy face, 

Pet thou as witnelle cuer gainſt 
thy ſcitc doſt Uande in place. 

Wiby voſt thou mo2e than of thy ſelle 
an others pꝛeſence ſcare: 

Since thou a witnelle 111 khy bzcalt 
agauiſt thy [clic doſt bare, 

It little (kills where any la 
thy dogs Pra o: no: 

Foꝛ day and night thy Conſcience 
of erpe thing doth knowe 

In all eſtates the luſt of Ueſhe 
a foule offence is thought, 

But moze vnſ@mely in an olde 
and iged man is nouchr. 

Fo: why: the where and ſituct heares 
the witlefſe pouth ſhould guide 

By Counſell and by god aduiſe 
fo! frare they wander wide. 

And thertoze ounht they althep: talks 
to frame ſo wiſc and graue, 

In pꝛelence of the youth, as they 
of them map honour haue. 

Fo: this in fozmer paſſed times 
was Age in honour had, 


To; 


to perfect Vertue. 


Fo; this alone the Fathers were 
accompted graue and lad, 

But on the otger lide againe 
let youth do reuerence 

To aged Spꝛes, and ap to them 
be ſuccour and defence. 

When ancient Spes to Court do go, 

dz on the holp dap 

To church,a rout of yeuth Gould then 

| awaitc them on the way, 

And make their choyce among them al 
whome ech doth fanſte beſt, 

And whom he could content humſelke 
withall abouc the reſt, 

Fo: ſure if is a perfite ſigne 
of Rertue in a man, 

Co reuerence an aged wight 
in humbleſt wile de can. 

Let pouth with pactence fall to paiAcs 
to make their bodies harde: 

From Wine rt Women but they mut 
in any calc be barde. 

Let grofſle and homely be they? fare 
no damties in their diſhe, 

Lhe belly muſt be fllde, but not 
as much as thzoate coulde wiſhe. 

.. Let 
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Let ncuer pong men hannt the Coks 
where curious Catcs be meſty 

Let that ſuſtiſe them that at home 
in Fathers houle is dzeſt. 

No, neither when they come to age 
and pouth is gone and paſt, 

Let them be pdle and vnwꝛougght, 
02 filthie pleaſure taſte. 

Foz who denies but aged men 
may many things diſpatch ? 

Let them o: w2ite with pen, oz at 
their ſtudies haue a ſnatche 

As ſone as they returne from Church, 
when ſeruice time is palt ; 

That exertiſe is god as long 
as mozning Sunne doth laſt. 

Lnt let the Boy be then at Bake 
and leſſon learne by hart, 

Lis caſte toinfo:ce a childe 
from ſtudie not to ſtart: 

Ve caſily will beare the poke. 
but do not fo2cc awhit 

Although he can not wozde by woꝛde 
his leſſon well recite, 

Fo2 ſede that in the ſoile is ſowne 
lies hidden long below, q 

N 


de 


Ind 


to perfect Vertue. 


And many monthes is vnder grounde, 
but vet at laſt doth grow: 

And all the while in beltic of 
his mother Earth it lies, 

The want of humour in the lde. 
the moiſtie fotle ſupplies, 


| Likewiſe what ſo the chilve doth lerne 


and takes in tender yeares, 

In after tune when age comes on 
the frute it ſcelfe appcares. 

Let graue and decent be thy wade, 
be modeſt in arap: 

Fo: feare thy out warde garment dog 
thine inwarde kinde bewzap. 

Foz ſundzy nice uvnmanip men 
by nice attire are ſpid,- 

And by that meanes bzeakes out p bile 
that was in couert hid, 


| Lhe ftithie whelke and bladder redde 


appearing on the [kin, 
Declares vnto the lokers on 
the blod cozrupt within. 
Thinke that ſuch niceneſſe appertaing 
bnto the womans kind: 
And pet I can not pꝛaiſe the wench 
in whome that vice I finde. 


F. q. Extreme 


— no. tt. 2 s. 
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Extreme oꝛ ouer great to be. 
wherefoꝛe it ſo thou haue 


That fault, imbꝛace it not to much, 1 
no2 doe thou euer craue 

To haue it it thou once be fro L 
and quit from ſuch a vice: 

Fo! ſure it is a filthie thing (i 


a man to be to nice. a 
Both womans wede and wanton gate 
refuſe in any cale, | 
And thinke that they are euer apt L 
mans Nature to deface. 
pe, ſhame vpon it, what is moze 
again c our manly kinde, | 
Than vnderncath a womans werde ©! 
the ſhape of man to finde? bs. 


j Pet let thy garments handſom bee Tl 

not futtiſh, leſt the Fame | 
And common rumour yelde to thee Le 
10 a fowle and fflthie name. : 
1 Lo&pe thou amid the two extremes: De 
|: ne, though thou haue no ſtoꝛe t 
©: great erceſle of welth, thou muſt Fo. 
a ſlouen be the moꝛe. f 
: Foz neither mult the poꝛe man goe þ Ant 
to fluttiſh in his wede. t 


Hotz 


to perfett Vertue. 


No2 doth the man that barrs thee from 
this niceneſſe here in deede, 
Perſuade the to be ouer rude, 

| . o2 to vnclcane aray : 

* But highly doth with all his heart 

| commende the middle wap. 

What ſo comes nere py two extremes 

» vnſemelpisand yll: 

ate The Piddle is the Uertues place, 

there ſhe is planted ſtill, 

| Let ſimple chere content thy minde 

not bankets coſtly dight: 

Bauch chere as well from famine map 

+ thyemptie belly quight, 

| Sufficing let thy table bee, 

| let pleaſure not redounde 

| Zherin to much, but euer there 

let meate inough be kounde. 

Let hunger be in ſteade of ſauſe 

and ſtirre the ſtomacke vp, 

Delight thou not of ſpꝛops ſwate 

| Ddeuiſde by arte toſuppe. 

> | Fo2cc not thy chaunge of diſhes, but 

(oz holeſome victuals ſeeke, 

- And reſt content with cates that erik 

th Fathers olde did leke. 


F. ii. Noz 
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Hoꝛ do acconpt ſo greatly of 


the Büchen glo2ie,but 8 

Thy whole delight and ſtudie in 12 

a ſober dyet put. 1. 

He ſhalt thou be ſo ſparefull as F” 

a Higgalds name to get, 4 

And cauſe that cry man on thee 4 

his hat efull teeth ſhall whet. 4 

Ve not ſeuere in lender things, 9 

11 nos le ke to ſet no lawes 1 
1 In ſoꝛt to banniſhe mirth, and bee 1 


of dꝛouſie dumpes the cauſe. 
Foz trifling toyes full many times You 
1 a great rebuke do bzing: 1 
1 And pet from thence doth lender gain 


and litle p2ofite ſpꝛing. Sn 

K And w Decorum many parts 4 
7 and cgquſes hath, the beſt F 
i And chie& conſiſtes in that we know | 
Decoruthow to weft. = 

's Fo2 not in ery time is one * 
* ſelke thing allowde foz god: 11 
4 As Proteus Ponſter ſundꝛy ſhapes 1 


did ſhift in one ſelfe hod, 
- Loke what became and fitted youth 
in arenc and tender peares, bf 
Foz aged @p2es vnſamely elves, 0 
u 
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to perfect Vertue. 
full ſone the oddes appeares, 

State, Office, time, and pꝛelent age 

a difference great doe make, 

And cauſcth the what cartt became 
vnſcemcly now to take. 

And what a pꝛiuate man bekoze 
thou likedit well, as nowe 

To Office calld in common weale 
thou muſt not once allowe. 

The furious phꝛaſe thou vlde in field 
cncountring with thy Foc, 

Behoues the nowe a quiet man 
in Citie to ko2goe, 

If bending thou to aged peares 
in pꝛactile doe delight 


5 That fitted youth, aſſure thy ſclſc 


thou ſwaruſt from Duetie quight. 
And whe thou art wel ſtevt in age 
it then thy maners ber ) 
Not altred, but w youthful pꝛanks | 
and pageants doe agree, [ 
Then dolt thou war a Pöſter fowle ; : 
whome men of right Could fie, 
In youth thou wilhte to cometo age 
and ſiluer heares to haue: 
So now thou ſhouldft another life. 
and other hoſtage crane, 
: F.ny, Tels 


The plaine Path 

Mell may we laugh the Sot to ſcozng 
that in his latter dapes, 

Much like a babe in cradle clowtes 
doth fall to childiſh playes, 

Loke how thy p21cltly garments dg 
from cthers diſagree, 

Do much differring ought thy life 
from other mens to bee, 

And how much higher is thy rome 
and office, ſo much moze 

Thou oughtſt thy maners to regards 

than thou wert wont befo2e, 

Doe not as common ſoꝛt ok men, 
ſince kewe oꝛ none at all 

Pay match with the: to higher things 
and dæper matters fall, 

If thou in place appointed be 
of Lyon ſtoute to ſitte, 

Then be a Mouſe no moze,but doe 
as isfo2 Lions fittte. 

And ſithens 1 « 1 s r hath tha endude 
With Eagles gleaming eyes, 

Dyg not the grood as Ants are wont, 
but viewe the loftie ſkies, 

hen earſt a ſouldiers life thou ladſt 


thon thaewit thy darts apace, 


20 


to perfect Vertue. 


| Now being Bouldier vnto Chziſt 
in ſtede of darte and mace 
| Take vp his Croſle, « fight therwith, 
Wlhen Phiſicke was thy Art 
Thou dydſt by Phiſicke baniſh gricfe 
from ery lpymme and parte: 
But nowe a Shephierd waren thou 
thy ſiellie flocke ſhouldſt feede, 
The Shephierd watching all the night 
of folde doth take his herde 
Foꝛ feare the fowle x fretting Woulf 
with harſhe and hungry iawe 
Do cruche his Cattell, and conuey 
| thefleſheinto his mawe. 
| No, neither is it thought inough 
a man himſelfe to ſaue, 
But that he muſt as great regarde 
vnto his cattell haue. 
And he that with his pꝛoper like 
can take it well in gre 
To loaſe his flocke, deſerues fro folde 
and rome remoude to ber. 
A number chalege Shephierds names 
and woulde be coumpted ſo, 
But falflp they vſurpe the lame 
As do their dealings ſhow, 


Foz 
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« Foz neither haue they any carke 
of weake and hungric flocks; 
«« Noz though thei had,thet could domoze Þ © 
than ſtones 02 wodden ſtocks 
As touching pointes foz Paſtozs fit, At 
tis ſeldome where to lee 
„AA Shephierd well content with that — 
he hath: although he be 
As full and thzoughly ſtuft as may | ft 
his ſwollen belly holde: 
« Pet long his gaping guts to fate | 
a farther taſt of golde. 
Belides to kape Decorum full C 
and carp way to hit, 
Lhou muſt reſpec vnto thy kinde 
what Perſon beſt will ft, 


. Fo2 where as hum it well becomes T 
9 5 1 to ſet his Countnaunce lad, 
It bet beſemes an other man | Fi 
to loke with viſage glad. 
And if that one will counterfaint At 


a ſadde and ſolemne grace 
And loke demure, a man ſhall ape It 

a Wodcock by his face. 
And if that other fall to murth ＋ 
and vic a gamclome gle, 


to perſect Vertue. 


It fits but pll vnto his kinde, 
it will vadecent bee, 
ze One gentle is and curtcous wiaht, 
his talke is ioynde with iet: 
An other can not frame with dumpes 
| a pallingplealant gueſt. 
This man is fimple, full of truth, 
and loues to ſtande with right: 
An other hath in curious talke 
and filed phꝛaſe delight, 
Wherfoze let eche man follow that 
wherto his kinde agroxs, 
Cipecially in that wherin 
no Qice at all he ſas. 
To marke the wittte Buſyanvman 
I thinke it not amis. 
That arafts his gruts in cry forte 
as fitte and graing is. 
{ Fo; frſt be notes the perfect Bind 
and Nature of the grounde, 
And wher he thinks p plats wil pzous 
with plants be fette it rounde, 
In hilles aloft the Une is plaſt, 
in vale the Alder tra: 
The Oliue in a dier vame, 


fo; that dothe beit agra. 


It Where 


Fc tang ”w 
fol lovcs + . 


propre k Chen will the fearfull waking Hart 
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Where colde and chillte is the ground 
the Che itnut he 1% pight : 
The fat and blacker earth ts it 
where Apple tries delight, 
Che graue ll and the Sandy ſoile 
the Franckincenſe doth loue, 
And in the harde and ſtonte plot 
the Citron Pome doth pꝛoue. 
Au mount the Peare can beſt away 
in oc the Willow growes: 
The Plane tre waxeth ſoneſt big 
where Water freſhly flowes. 
Wherfoze reſpect thy p2oper inde 
and to thy Nature cleaue, 
Fo: ery mans becomes him beſt, 
all others natures leaue, 
Indeuour by thine owne deuiſe 
and wile fozecalting bꝛame 
To purchaſe Glone, others gifts 
contende not to attame. 
Fo: loke what ſtarres allotted haut 
can no man well auopde: 
Noz, what the Wlanets doe denie, 
can cue r be entopde. 


do wap his quuering dead: 
Wien 
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When will the Bull the Lion match 
fo2 all bis hozned head: 


When wil the Lamb not fear þ Wolf? 
02 take hum foz his for 2 


When will the ſharp x pzickeard Fore 


his kindly fraude fozgoe 2 
When wil the Hare not dꝛead þ Dog: 
oꝛ ſtande of Youndes in awe z7 
When wil the Pazecack leaue to due 
with Fiche to fill his mawe ? 


- | Lhe coleblacke Crow ſhall neuer ſing 


ſo ſwately as the Swan, 


| Although he crie with cleareft pipes 


and pleaſant ſt note he can. 


The Ooate will not ſozgo the woods 


bat treade the pute tree, 
The llender legged Frog will Mill 
in plaſhe and puddles be. 


Tbe wofull Turtle neuer will 


from dolefull dittes blyn, 


But aye bewaile his loutng Pake 


when he doth once begyn. 


A man that ſapes againſt the hatre 


to pꝛactiſe any thing 


Is like to him that would his hip 


gainſt Tide and water bzing, 
And 
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agaynſt the ſtreame to ſaple 
Pay ſtande aſſurde his fonde attempt 
can neuer long p2cuatle. 
Foz when his fainting elbowes pelde 
and armes giue vp, the Tide 
Doth beate him backe as faſt againe 
vpon the other five, 
Do often he that cares not fo: 
his owne, but couets moſt 
Fo: other mens, gains neither theirs 
and pet his owne hath loſt. 
And ſundꝛy times the Gauffe 5 gripes 
a thing fall faſt in fiſt 
Fo: gredineſle of nonell pꝛaie, 
both this and that bath miſt. 
If Vretor tho 02 T r1bune will 
to take vpon thy backe 
an Difice, in the which thou doſt 
both (kill and pꝛactiſe lacke, 
As thus perhaps, to tell a-tale 
and pꝛeach in open pꝛelle 
here thou but litle Grammer halt 
and Ryetoz1cke much lefle : 
Then well conſider thou befoze, 
(xiclcarnco mens aduiſe, 
Lcarney 


Ide 


eirs 
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Tearne that wherof thou halt no ſkil, 
let labour helpe the vile, 
So that although thou canſt not win 
renoume 02 Noble fame : 
Yet that thou may ſt auoide repꝛoche 
and ſcape from anders ſhame, 
That kinde of life thou vndertakſte 
purſue and follow till : 
UnlcCe thou haue god Reaſon why 
thou ſhouldſt exchaunge thy will. 
And do it ſo as other men 
map ſæ the Reaſon why 
Thou from thy olde and fozmer trade 
on ſodayn ſo doſt flp, 
Be not vncertaine like the winde, 
but as octaſion lies 
Chaunge thou thy purpoſc and intent 
be ſapd in any wile 
And conſtant, but beware thou be 
not marride to thy minde 
And onerthwart, as many are 
of vile and rebell kinde. 
Fo: doubtleſſe (this J know ſoz ſoth) 
is molt allurde and true, 
Tu comptcd lightnefle oz a man 


to chaunge his trade anew, 
Luk 


LJ 
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Sat if ſo it be raſhly done, 
then ſhame enſues the derde: 


And when thou mindſt to chop, beware 


of oucrhaſtie ſpade, 

Foz ſodaine chaunge doth euer make 
men wonder very loze, 

Suſpecting what the cauſe ſhould be 
of chaunging euermoꝛe. 

When thon art callde to Office, ſhift 
away thy pztuate minde : 

Aud thinke that thou to be the head 
of many art allignde. 

Fo: then by the the people ſpeakes, 
thy tongue and theirs is one: 

By ther the people heares and ſes, 
thou art their ſtay alone, 

Uherſs:e god reaſon is it that 
their p;oftte thou pꝛouide, 

To whom the publike Dffice hath 

appointed thee a guide, 

Z1e Common p2ofite euer ought 
to be p2eferde of right 

Beloꝛe a pꝛiuate members gaine. 
The Dfficer ſhould quight : 


Foꝛget and be vumindefull of 
But 


him lelke in any caſe, 
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The haue regard what beſkbeſemes | 
a man in luch a place 
Poſſcſſing ſcate of awfull rule, 
change weede and wonted face: 
JI mcane behauiour vſed earſt 
befoze thou bozite a ſway, 
The V many things fozbids, 
and ſo the C may 
| Which p;tuate men can not controll, 
beſides the Place and Tune 
Allowe not ſundzy things fo2 god 
which are withouten crime 
And god at any other Femme, | 
Pericles chafed ſoze 
With Sophocles that was his mate | 
and ſelke ſame office boze, | 
And woꝛthily rebuked him 
bicauſe he did beholde 
A pꝛet ie boy, when he of lawes 
his tale and ſentence tolde, 
But if ſo be his fellowe had 
in fielde oz wzeſtling place 
Done ſo, Pericles to haue chyd 
would neuer had the face. 
) Whherfo:e as in a Lute the ſtrings 
| and fretts do all agree : 
G.. Ta 
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To pleaſe the longing earcs of them 
that liſten to the ale : 
So Perſon, Tyme, the Place, the Age 
and erp thing beſide 
Putt all accoꝛde, and as it were 
be all in one allide 
In him that publike perſon beares. 
The Pꝛuate man likewiſe . 
Muſt p2actiſe Juſtice with his feeres, 
not ſtudie how to riſe 1 
©: ſceke to p2eſſe his equalls downe, 
and dnder fote to treade. 1 
Pet would Jnot a Citizen . 
perſuade to put his head 5 
Veneth his girdle that is not 1 
his better in eſtate, 
And whom the Common lawes allow 
his fellow and his mate. 5 


Be not ſo ſimple ſotted as 1 
to beare away the ſcoffe ; 
Dz be deſpiſde of any man, F: 

02 naught accompted off, 
And whilft z woldit be gentle thought £ 


and of a curteous kinde, 
Take hede thou be not oziermylds,) | P 
let none haue powꝛe to kynde | 


Ambi⸗ 


: 


ge 


to perfect [ertue, 


Ambition lodging in thy bꝛeſt 
02 boldnclle ouermuch : 

Submit thy lelfe, bat not to low, 
be egall vnto ſuch 

As are thy pæœres: ne pet deſpiſe 
infcriours vnts the, 

And with god will do honour thoſe 
thy betters karre that ber. 

Pet ſtande not to to much (J ſay) 
of higher Powꝛes in awe: 

Fo: he that leades his life vpꝛight 

hath node to feare no lawe. 


DO Cod, howe great deſire ſhould dwel 


ut 
* . 


8. 


ambi⸗ 


within thy heart of right 


To haue a conſcience clere fr om ſinne 


that feare abandons quight. 


Be not ſeditious, but with all 


thy pow2e do p2actiſe peace, 


© Fo2 that is it which cauler is 


that Publike weales increaſe, 


Do honour due and reuerence 


to ſuch Eſtates as bare 
The office earſt, and ſuch as now 
do wield the Common care: 
Yea cu'ry ſuch as bzuted is 
to be of ertues bande, 


O. g. At is 
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It is a godly matter fo: 
the childe in awe to ſtande 

And reuerence of his auncient Srꝛes, 
and ſuch as parentes are. 

If thou by foztune trauaile from 
thy natiue countrey far, 

And make abode in fozaine Towne, 
deale not in any caſe 

Oz medle once with any rules 
02 cuſtomes of the place, 

But to thy pꝛiuate buſineſſe 
baue thou reſpec foꝛ aye, 

Leaſt any (ſtranger pack thou hence) 
by happe to thee doe ſape. 

Noz it thou be a Townſman and 
within the Citie bozne, 

Thou ſhalt no Pilgrim ſ&me to hate 
oz of a ſtraunger ſcozne, 

But pelde god entertainment vn⸗ 
to all that tome and goe: 

Be friende to all that trauaile, and 
not once to one a foe. 

Foz he that cuts the Strangers thꝛote 
02 curriſh is to thoſe 

That trauatle Countreys, leaues to be 
a man, and headlong goes 

Into 
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to perfect Vertue. 


Into the boundes of beaſtly kinde. 
Foz why Lycaon was 
„A2 Woulfecſtemde, bicauſe that be 
foz crueltie did paſſe, 
To fozainers that chaunſt to come 
where he his hoſkage helde, 
Thinke ery burden to be bozne 
that thou maylſf fitly weld : . 
But all vnhoneſt filthy things 
may not be bozne withall, 
Foz ſure a fowle vnciuile thing 
the bearers necke doth gall 
As yoke doth pinch the hepfers thzote, 
Eſchue the thing that gaines 
An yll repozt, and the with freekes 
of filthie rumoz ſtaines. 
Thy ſhamefull partes of Nature thou 
ſhalt couertly conceale ; 
Foz Rinde hir ſelle doth will ther ſo 
in honeſt wiſe to deale. 
CAhen ſo a Player comes on ſtage 
be ties his trinkets harde, 
> © Fo2feare if ought ſhould fal, the plays 
Dccorum ſhould be marde, 
e © FThenſuffernot foz very ſhame 
a ſcaffold vice that may 
Se. ih. Una 
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Unciuile be by reaſon of 
his licente in the plap, 
In Ciuile nurture the to paſſe. 
beleue not ſuch as deme BE 
That cary woꝛd that they do ſpeake 
both paſſing well beſeemc, 
But do eſchne in any wiſe 
and filthie language fle: 
Eſpecially in open place 
when men giue care to the, 
Fo: ſhamefull talke doth wel declare - 
the ſpeaker ofthe ſame 
To be a man from Reaſon farre, 5 
and quight abhoꝛring ſhame. 
But if by hap of fo2ce thou muſt ; 
4 and matter ſo require, 
1. To tell thy tale in clenlieſt wiſe 2 
. by circumſtance dcſire, 
| Fo: lothſome language pierceth vape | J 
2 
2 
Z 


into the in warde part, 

And doth toꝛ ment the quiet minde 
and well diſpoſed hart. 

Deteſt it as thou wouldſt a thing 

ö that Carrionlike did ſmell: 

Oz as an iſie place where none 
can faſten foting well. 


Foz 


e 


** 


to perfect Vertue. 


Foz filthy ſauours nop the noſe, 
the flipper Path the fete ; 


But beaſtly ſpeach the maners matrs 


that elſe would ſme diſcreete, 
Let none pꝛeſume in things wherof 
he bath no perfect grounde | 
To chat, foz pꝛeſent may be ſome 
that will his words confounde. 
Let hum that little Latine can 
in Greke not wade to farre, 
Noꝛ him that ſmatters Greke traflate 
ol de Maro, left he marre 
The arace and beautie of his verſe ; 
Let him that ſtudies lawe 
Not meddle wyth the Phyſicke Arte 
fo: feare he ſeme to rawe. 
Beſides ahandlome ieſture mull 
obſerued bee in gate. 
Foz ery man beholdes him well 
that goes abzode ; the ſtate 
Df all our maners many times 
is deemed by the ſame, 
And men that want Decorum there 
do beare away the blame, 
The going ſhewes the mindes concett, 
Let not thy gate be lowe, 
O. ij. No? 
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No: do not with to quicke a fofe 
o2 pace to haſte goc: 
But vic the meane amid them both, 
It likes me not at all 
Chou ſtalk like him that brars a meſſe 
of gruell to the hall: 
©; like the maide in ſolemne ſozt 
that to the temple wenves 
At dauncing day, when the to choſe 
a fellow mate intendes, 
But pet I woulde not haue thee vſe 
ſuch poſting halt as micht #0 
904 Both make the pant ? at thy wind, * 
= \ 02 fall downe hedlong right. 
| And cke thou ſhalt as great a part .. 
of god Decorum ſee 
TAY In talke and language, and as much 
„ fo that commended be, 
: Wihen ſo among thy fellowes thon 
. thy tale doſt happe fo tell, 
| Let not thy vopce be ouerlowde, 
1 foʒ that agræs not well, 
But in aſſemble to pzonounce Sh 
when ſo thou haſt a cauſe, 
| Toth'end thy tale may perce their ea⸗ 
4 do ſtretch awide thy tawes, (res 


Pet 
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Pet vtter platnely all thy wozds 
with voice both lowde and ſh211l, 

Fo: Nature and thy helping hand 
that purpoſe further will. 

If ſo thy matters be of weight, 
ſeuerelp (et thy grace: 

If light and of unpoztance (mall, 
vſe ſweate and fmuling lace, 

In wdgement ſharper than in talke 
loke that thou cuer be : 

Let life be moze ſeuere than lakes, 
doc learne this rule of me. 

Do ſauſe thy talke with pzetie ieſt, 
and pelde with willing mimde 

Unto thy fellow, loke a pzayle 
fo: doing ſo to unde. 

Da that thou cuer blaſe a trouth, 
but not to ſcolding fall 

With any man, of fozcc thou muff 
obſcrue a meane withall. 

Fo: ſare ſafficeth thee to ſay 
thy minde is nothing ſo: 

Uſe no contentious talke with hym 
in any caſe, altho 

Ve doe defende the other part. 

Tinto thy fellowes harke 


When 
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CHF thou haſt ſayd, tis ſhame fo thy 
alone to bawle and barke. 
I any ſtande in ſkubbozne ſozt 
maintaining nouaht at all 
But ralſhode, beld,fo2 feare pour falke # 1 
to greater miſchief (all, 
Although the tale which any man 
in pzeſence mindes to tell 
No whit delight thy curious eares 2 
0; fanſie paſſing well: 
Vet trouble not the reſt that would — 
| giue care vnto the talke, 
But rather pactently endare * 
A 


all others tonxs to walke, 

And doe but ſeldome ſpeake thy ſelke. 
If thou be ſad by kinde 

Rep2one no: ſynde no fault with thoſe „. 
that are of mery minde. 

Deſpiſe thou none fo: that thy (clfe 
in wiledome doſt erccede, 

; But rather ayde them if thou maylk 

4 by god aduiſe at node. 

In ſpeaking tuer doe beware Ar 

\ and wiſely lone about, | 

Fo: ſeare the ſickneſſe of the minde 
by babbling burſt not out, q 


to perfett Vertue. 


Nip no man in his abſence, fo: 
(no doubt) tis traito2like, 
A man that is not ware of tho 
behinde his backe to trike, 
But rather loke wher whilT thou doff 
an other ſharply touch, 
Chou doe not by the ſclfc lame meane 
controll thy ſclfe as much. 
A hat ſo they are thou ſpeal ſt vnto 
do curteouſly entreate : 
Che leſſer ſo2t thou ſhalt not ſcozne 
no moꝛe than of the great. 
But rather trauaile and thou canit 
to bcare a ſhewe and face 
e. As though thou madſt accompt of all: 
this pzouerbe taheth place, 
joe Who fo doth lone, 1s loude againe. 
by curtcous language we 
Muſt chiellp couet in god will 
of ery man to be. 
it | But moſt of all our frendſhip olde 
muſt be reſpected (ill : 
And greateſt care mult aye be had 
to maintaine firſt god will, 
Cc Demaunde no queſtion ſharply, noz 
with curſt and cruell wozde, 
Nl And 
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And eke thy ſelfe demaunded ſhall E 
an anſwere milde auo2de, 

Diſpꝛaiſe no2 pꝛaiſe not any one x 
foz vice o2 vertue mo2e | 
Than Reaſon wills: a meane is beſt, g 

kepe ſtill the meane in ſtoze, th 
Do like 02 elſe condemne, as he . 
1 

L 


that heares the may not ſay 

Ged faith thy iudgement is but yll, 
thou wand2elt farre aſtrap. 

Thou ſhalt not like the better with 
thy tongue in that thou dot 

Chat ſpitefull ſting into the limmes ÞF »; 
of men in abſence thzuſt. 

Fo: ery one both markes the man 
and hateth him that railes 

Upon a man behind dis backe 
and with his tongue afſailes. 

Do euer flee the flattring gueſt, 
no; flatter thou at all: 

Foz both offences grieuous are, 
no: this noz that is ſmall, 

Chen other ſpeake the faire x (moth 
haue euer this in thought 

That thoſe god feltowes gladly would 
fo2 litle pʒice be bought, NE: 


to perfect Vertue. 


| Bat when thou ſpekeſt an other faire, 


be will fa2 ſuch a friende 


But litle giue that pꝛoues him but 
elt, 


Than if the cauſe were pll wheron 


a gloſer in the ende. 
Accompt no moze of great repozt 
that wicked wichts beſtowe, 


this great renomme did growe: 


But thinke it pꝛaiſe that naughtie men 


deuiſe in thy dekame, 

The chiefeſt pꝛaiſe is to offende 
the beaſt that liues with ſhame, 

Tis harde to ſtoppe the open earss 
againſt the pleaſant call, 

And that was euer compted pet 
the greateſt pꝛaiſe of all. 

No other Syrenes ſure thep were 
that wiſe Viyiles guylde, 

Than (moth ; pleſant ſpeaking tongs 
with falſhodes cunning fylde. 

Lhey,they are Poſters great inough 
to trap the wiſeſt man. 

Thou euer moꝛe muſt ſtande in dꝛead 
of pleaſant language than 

Of rougher ſperche. Foꝛ ſpitefull tong 
doth aye diſcouer vice, 

When 
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Whe gleining marchats cloke Þ crime 
and cog with craftie diſe. 
The pinching griefes that men diſcaſy Þ 
do fœle, they ſeeke to heale: 
But ſuch as neuer ake they ſcoꝛne 
and tender neuer a deale „ 
But die therof oꝛ eare they thought iN 
ſuch miſchiefe would bekall. 5 
The woüd p ſhewes to outward mark! 
the Surgion will with ſmall f 
And litle coſt pꝛocure to health: 
but that which hidden lies 
And rankles depe, beguiles the man 
that is accompted wiſe. 


Do not deſire,but as thou art, 1 
at any time to ſeeme ; 

Among the people, couet not a 
that they of ther do derme 

Moꝛe than in derde is reaſon why, 
Thy derdes and noble race 


Thy valiant pꝛowes, thy grandſpꝛes K 
bꝛing not ſo much in place, (great 


KA 


#7 if Noꝛ ſ&ke thy linage to aduauncs 

My thy ſelfe extolling ſo : 

1. Fo2 ſure it vll becomes a man . 
v4 'f bis pzoper pꝛaiſe to ſhowe. 


Noz 
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ime Noꝛ is it ſamelp foz a man 
an others friends allide 
eaſd And Gentrie to deface to much 
therby to quaile his pꝛide. 
| Let raging rancour neuer cauſe 
dz malice moue thy bzaing 
£ | To go about anothers fame 
{ 02 godrepozt to ſtaine. 
ark © No2 if thou couet great accompt 
* of wiſdome,go about 
No be the ſounder of thyne owne 
{ goddedes, to ſette them out, 
am Foz as no man of Reaſon will 
his follies blabbe abzode: 
So neither ſhould his vertues by 
himſelfe at all be ſhowde. 
The tale (they ſap)is nothing wozth 
but pelds a beaſtly (ſmell 
( Puch moze vntrue) that any in 
his pꝛoper pꝛaiſe doth tell. 
cs © Vut couet rather ſo to deale 
eat as men may blaſe thy dedes, 
That thou a myzro2 mapſt become 
to Agc that thee ſucceedes. 
Vut he that blabs his beaſtly deebes . 
and makes them knowne to all 
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And tells his filthic trade of life, 

0 a frantike fole wer call, 

And whether it be true 02 falſe 
that he repozteth ſo, | 

He well deſerues on Gallow tree 
tohang to feede the Crowe, 

But if thy foztune frame in ſoꝛt 
that thou vuknowne doſt lite, 

And doſt deſerue a greater fame | 
than any man doth giue : 

Then ſomewhat in thy p2oper pꝛaiſe { 

q (with Podeſtie) thou maylk 

1 Declare, but euer kœpe a meane 

1 in ery thyng thou ſapſt. 

Make men to vnderſtand if ought 
that famous is doth lye 

Within thy ſkill: but do pzocure 
them no offence therby, 

Foz no man vnder buchell putts D 
a candell bearing light, 

Oz nearer than he ought vnfo 
the thing applies his ſight. 

Uainglo2te by no learning ſecke 
that harbours in thy b2aine : 

_ of Ve is vnwiſe that tongs foz that, 
11 i All gloz4e is but vaine. 


Foz 
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to perfect Vertue. 
Foz what ſosuer thing we doe 
accompliſhe wozthie fame, 4 
It is not we, but cx « H, ur King | 
that doth atchieue the ſame, 
Wherfoze to him is glozie due 
this boldly may we ſay : 
Foz holy Fathers of the Church 
ſo vſe in Church to pꝛap. 
Then certainly the glozie that 
we men on men beſtow 
Pay vaine and light accompfed ber, 
and fitlp termed ſo. 
When ſo thou happen fo controll 
02 rate a man foz yll, | 
Seme not to do it fouchk with wzath, 1 
but foz a mare god will. 1 
Fo: oftentimes the bitter gueſt 1 
that chides in angry mode a in | 
Doth pzofit nought, the pleaſant man 4 
is he that doth ther god, 
Fo he doth moze a thouſande folde 1 
inſtruct and teach the way | 
To vertue, than the chiding Carls | 


that cruell wozds doth ſay. 
Who ſo vpon an Erroꝛ de doth 
 bnwittingly amiſſe 


Foz V.. Deſerues 


, 
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Deſerues a pardon at thy hands: 
but ſay vnto him thus, 
That it he doc in after time 
commit the like agame 
Vc hall be ſo releaſd no mo2e 
but bide the ſharper paine. 
Then if thy woꝛdes pꝛeuaile no whit 
but that within a ſpace 
He do the like offenſe againe, 
then put him in a place 
Aſſiande to tame ſuch retchloſſe Roges 
clappe fetters to his Hanks, f 
To ſtande aſſurde he ſhall no moꝛe 
go play ſuch beaſtly pzanks $ 
P2accde not ouer far in chaufe, 
behoues thee to beware: 
Ve not t oſharps oꝛ curſt to thoſe 
to thee that ſtrangers are. 
Af thou be wiſe doe deale therein 
as cunning Surgeons play, 
Who foꝛ to heale do ſwap the dead 
| and rotten fleſh away: 
4 So thou pꝛetending god fo doe 
f thy frendes with wiſdome rate, 
* In ſeking to refozme their faultes 
1 pꝛocure thy ſelfe no hate, | 
ws | - | * UWWher/ 
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Mherkoze controll but now and then 
be ſeldome in a heate: 

Unleſſe there be committed wong, 
and when none other keate 

Dꝛ way will ſerue the turne ſo well 
as chaufing will in deede, 


It any do the like againe 


to the do take god herde, 

Accept his warning well in wozth ; 
ts him that foz god will 

Doth monithe the, vſe no outrage 
no woade 02 language pll. 

Fo2 if vpon god reaſon he 
hath chidde thee, then no doubt 

Ve did thee god: if not vpon 
ao0 cauſe, yet went about 

And minded he but well therin 
although thou deeme not ſo, 

At any tums when ſo thou art 
_ defamed by thy foe, 

Dꝛ that he whet his rankling tuſkes 

againſt thy god repo2t : 

Deale wiſely with ſuch bedlam beaffg 

in grant and ſober lo2t, 

Oh, how much doth thy ſubtil fog 

vnweapned daunt thy pzide, 
Þ.y, When 
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When ſo he cauſer is that thou 
from god demeanoz ide: 
Let from thy wiſe and ſober lips 
| nd wozd vnſemely fall, 
} Though he vnc iuile beaſtly man 
0 in curriſh wiſe do bzaule. 
1 Beſides to voide the miſchiefe, and 
1 to ſtinte the ſtrife begon, 
Digreſſe thou from ſuch bzauling flat 
and to the purpoſe ron. 
Deale in ſuch ſozt as vnto thee 
may no man iuſtly ſap, ; 
What? (ſtop my frend) pou ragle now 
{ returne againe I pꝛap. 
4 And when thou ſerſt that irkeſom is | 
thy pꝛoceſſe onerlong 
Unto thy felowes, ſhut thy pipes 
and ende thy lothſome ſong, 
Sake not the loftic Parble houſe 
beſet with pictures bzaue, 
But couet aye the lodge where thou 
thy perfect health mayſf haue. 
And whether thou thy ſelle voſt buille KT : 
1 it vp,02 bute the ſame, 
Pꝛouide it ſuch a one as beſt 
vnto thy vie may frame, 
Foz 


to perfect Vertue. 


Fo; ſithens Bouſes builded are 
to onelp vſeof man 
Let eche one get him ſuch a rome 
fo2 pꝛofite as he tan. 
Zhou mult not ſake foz pleaſure of 
thy houſe ſo trimly dight, 
But rather in the beautie of 
thy ſecrete Boule delight, 
Whom if thou clenſe (no doubt) it wil 
' frraunge odours pelve to thee, 
, F Wherin thou mapſt ſuch ſolace take 
as ſhall beſt liking ber. 
And where as in thy houſe thou ffayſt 
but foz a litle ſpace, 
Both day and night that other is 
to thee a dwellyng place. 
| Lhen, let it bee thy onely care 1 
| todeckeit paſſing fine 
With pꝛetious perfumes ſwete to ſfſe 
do make it freſhly ſhine : 
Jn ſozt the owner may not by 
M... = Sy bee, 
ma v thy houſe and dwell 
, accompted of by ther. a—_— 
It is vnſemely that a man 
ſhould bozow all his pzaiſe 
V. in From 
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From lodge wherin bat foz a time 
and fraungerilike he ſtapes. 
But let the lodging ſoinewhat apde 
the maiſters god repozt, 
And helpe as much as lies in it 
to ſet to fhewe his poꝛte. 
But take god herde the ſaping olde 
be not applyde to the, 
O Loꝛde, how far this Owner, and 
this houſe doe diſagree ? 
Fo: oftentumos my ſelfe baue heard 
men lay, and that of late: 
© wozthic auncient houſc,how muche 
buminiſht is thy ſtate ? 
Again in Countrey build thy Graunge 
no greater than it ſhould, 
But kepe the cuſtome aye therin, 
a Coate to baniſhe colde. 
Thy hand, thy icfture,lips and lokes | 
doe gouerne in ſuch wile 
As men map well diſcerne the thing | 
within thy bꝛeaſt that lies. 17 
And all ſuch ieſtures as thou demſte 
in others fonde to bee, 
Accompt it will not very well 
vnto thy kinde agree. 
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Gut if thou doubt at all therof, 


to perfect Vertue. 


go ſceke thy friends aduice 


That will inſtruc in cry poynt 


what moſt agrees with vice, 


Foz ſo doe tunning Painters deale 


and Poets of the beſt : 
They aſke how other men vo like 
their Pictures lately dzeſt. 
Beſides to gapne a heape of wealth 
and to increaſe thy ſtoꝛe, 
Thou ſhalt not follow filthy artes 
at any time the moze 
But euer ſhon the banſtly gapne 
whence hate and enuic ſpꝛings. 
Wherfoze thou ſhalt not kepe a ÞPo2t ,, 
to loke and ſearch foz things 
That paſſe fro thece to foꝛain Realms: 
no2 Fulkers trade enſue 75 
By taking money koz the loane 
as though it were thy due. 
Thou ſhalt not follow Butchers craft „ 
in ſhambles leading life, 
Foꝛ gain to knocke the bullocks head, 
and cut his thzoate with knife, 
Zhou ſhalt not play the Pukfter, o: „ 
theſe Artes that I haut ſapd 
P. itij. Are 
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T he plaine Path 

Are vile, vncleanlp, baſe of kinde, 
and nothing to be wapd. 

And all thoſe other trades of life 
are to be compted vaine 

Chat all in woꝛke conſiſte, and nought 
in beating of the bꝛaine: 

And that fo: money are to bye, 
which witte can neuer be: 

TMherfoze doe foꝛce no one of them 
if thou be rulde by me, 

There reſtes nd wit in ought that is 
ſct out to open ſale, 7] 

No gad increaſe of knowledge comes 
by Bellpkare and Ale. 

The Dicing Dick, and Daunfing bop 
purſue no honeſt trade: 

The Pedlar eke t hat beares his packe 
himſelfe foꝛ lacke of Jade 

Is nothing to be compted, 02 
the Bercer that doth buye 

And ſells his trache within a while 
doth vſe full oft to lie, 

And like a periurde patch doth pꝛate 
and all to get a gaine: 

And ſure than hum that is foz\wozne 
can nothing be moze vaine. 

Foz 


2 


yo 


to perfect Vertus. 


Foz why he crafts with man, and doth 


yea God himlelfe deſpiſe. 
But if ſo be that one become 
a Perchant man, and plies 
Dis matters ſo as wealthie he 
is woren by the ſan 2, 
And bath his ſfozehouſe full of wares, 
he doth deſerue no ſhame, 
Noz woꝛthie is in my conceite 
a foule rebuke to beare, 
But rather pꝛaiſe fo2 doing ſo 
ik he at laſt fozbveare 
Vis merchants trade and fall to plough 
and ware a Countrepman: 
Foz better than the tillage of 
the ſople there lightly can 
Be nothing oz of greater fame, 
that takes ſo litle ſgede 
And yeldes againe ſuch great increaſe 
to pleaſure vs at nede. 
This trade of yoze the Noble men 
that Conquerours became 
Ok taking of the plough in hande 
and culter did not ſhame, 
They neuer bluſht to bꝛeake the ſople: 
the Komaine Court did call 
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T he plaine Path 


The Fathers that appointed were 
to rule and gouerne all, 

And fet them from the Coutrey Coat: 
and he that is as now 

The Conſull, bearyng all the ſway 
of late did dzine the Plowe. 

Oe all the other tradcs J know 
Phyſtions beare the bell, 

And he is woꝛthie pꝛaiſe that builds 
a houſe fo2 men to dwell, 

To buie an office be not thou 
to quicke oz ſharply ſet: 

But when thon halt it frankly giuen 
oꝛ offred the, ds get 

And take it peiding wozthic thanks. 
Belaue not ery lie 

That rumoꝛ ſp2cds,o2 bzutc doth cauſe 
in open apꝛe to flie : 

Foz often vile and wicked heads 
no trsath at all deuiſe. 

And many times the naughtieſt men 
in ſmoth and ſimple guiſe 5 

Do blaze vntrduthes to wrong y god; | 
as much as lies in thee N 

Contounde and do reſiſt their trade, 

and what thep lay do fle. 

| And 


to perfect Vertue. 


And what they doe, in any eaſe J 
t: do barre it by and maine. 1 
Indeuoz in thy happte ſkate 
| to be in pleaſant vaine: | 
Fo: then thy powze doth ſerue thebeff | 
then mapſt thou pleaſant bee, 
Pea, though thy welth be ſowhat ſhozt 
goe hunt ab2oade fo2 gle, 
Lcaſt cuery man accompt of thee 1 
as of a miſer wight. [ 
Beware when thou lamentſt thy haps 
' thou neuer do recite [ 
Commodities of other men: 8 | 
leſt they doe deeme that thou | | 
Doſt ſpit and ſwel at their god lacks 
whome Fo:tune doth allow, 
Be carneſt euermoze to learne, 
but ſ& thou fozce nowhit 
Uhat one he is that doth inſtruct 
ſo he do teach ther right 
And hauing ſkill impart the ſame 
TY - to ſuch as do deſire 
With gredy minds to light their fozch 
oꝛ candle at thy fire, 
: Remembze that thy ſelfe didſt learne 
Ti of other men betoze, 
Py 
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De plaine Path 


My Maſe Thalcya holde thy hande, 
pꝛottede (A ſay) no moze, 

But ende thy vndertaken wozke: 
if ought be left vntolde 


'When better time hercafter ſerues 


thou ſhalt at full vnfolde. 
Do pardon (Reader) if that J 
my race to farre haue ron, 
Foz ſure mp Muſe did meane the well 
when I this Boke begwn. 
A Path to Pleaſure the alone, 
a Peane to finde the way 
To perfect Uertue, where ſhe ſitts 
and kepes this earth in ſfay, 
Fin. GT. 
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SOLOS OPIN. 
RP 
The Tranſlater 


to the Bookce. 


Arcwell thou litle boke 
an other mans and mine, 
The Gods allowe the bleſſed hap, 
ER repozt without repine, 
ell Well mayft thou liked be, 
and ſo thou ſhalt J truſt, 
Ok ſuch as Wertue do imbzace ; 
as fo; the reſt thou muſt 
Appoint vpon as foes. 
+ FJmeane the ſinfull ſec, 
That neither the foz Uertues ſake, 
noꝛ Uertue will reſpect. 
+ Was neuer man that wz2ote 
* of Uertue pet a whit 
But Cnuie would with malice ſxke : 
his trauaile fo requite. 
But fozce thou not at all, 
be bolde and neuer bluſhe: 
* Fo2 Gloꝛie euer gaines the by2ds 
where Enuie beates the bulhe. 
Since 


The Tranſlater 


Sith thou of Uertue voſt! 
and nothing elſe intreate, 
I know thy focs are friends to Nice, 
with wzath and pe repleate, 
With them thou haſt to deale: 
thou knowelt the wonted lawe, | 
The Jade will kicke at him that rubbg 
his backe if it be rawe. | 
Then ſith thou pꝛickſt with pen 
the galled backe, be ſure 
Thou ſhalt deſpite, in ſteade of loue 
of wicked wights pꝛocure. f 
Foz trouth doth purchaſe hate, : 
and reapes that fruite foz gane 
A bad reward fo2 god deſert. 
But wotſt thou what againe ? 
The better ſoꝛt ot men 
will like thy purpoſe well, 
And ring thy pꝛaiſe by god repozt 
as loude as Larum bell. 
if be that pende the firſt, 
and bzought the fozth to light ö 
Could finde in heart to hazarve these 
| to hands of fowle deſpite ; 
1 ould J moze accompt 


I} fo kpe the vnder wing 


—Q— 


Chat 


to the Booke. 


That onely phꝛaſe foꝛ phꝛaſe tranllate 
and verſe to Petre bꝛing: 
dice, Thou art ns new deniſe, 


N the werde wherm thou were | 
wa. Is ſomewhat altred, but 4 truſt 


+ FF Mananusnadenot feare q 
t rubbs ©) ſtande in doubt of ther, | 
* hecſhallnot loſchis right: 
Z would not go about to w2oing | 
* a Koemane if I might. 4 
oue But foz deſire to make 
Mancinus better knowne, 
> Jtoylde ane we the ſoyle that he 
ie q with painefull plough had ſowne, 
= J truſt he ſhall not loath 
bur mother tong at all: 
Rlancinus is Mancinus Gill 
Ii trult and euer ſhall. 
And thus to ende my tale 
A2 withe (ther litle Boke) 
To doe no wozſe than him that doth 
vpon thy Uertues loke, 
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